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FOREWORD

I would like to think that, as Winston Churchill said of Holland and the Dutch, the residents of the Valley have made Constantia over the centuries and, in turn, the Constantia-Tokai Valley has made them and you. This reciprocal relationship has spanned millennia and many generations of people, their values, beliefs, practices and traditions. The product, which is never finished and always remains in a ‘state of becoming’, is you and I and the landscape setting which we perceive, use and enjoy. In sum, we are here contemplating a ‘Cultural Landscape’. Though perhaps somewhat stilted, the term ‘cultural landscape’ is very useful in distinguishing realities that are not merely ‘natural landscapes’, the products of ecological processes that are beyond the control of people, however magnificent these processes may be. Cultural landscapes span the products of nature and of people. They are adapted, designed, settled landscapes in the frame of nature. Cultural landscapes reflect social, economic, technical and aesthetic values, as well as ecological ones.

Some 15 years ago or so, together with colleagues, I was afforded the privilege of being appointed a professional consultant to advise the then Constantia-Tokai Valley Local Council, keen to devise an appropriate Growth Management and Development Plan for the valley. It was then that the notion of a cultural landscape forced itself into my consciousness as a useful proposition and as a method for a way forward. 

First, we consulted the community about what they valued in the valley and mapped the heritage resources in terms of then prevailing legislation and international norms, architectural and otherwise. It was quickly apparent that the focus on monuments (i.e. single buildings and groups of buildings and/or natural features) was entirely inappropriate because it missed the very ‘glue’ that really held together the fabric of the place and of what had been inherited. This ‘glue’ made it greater than the sum of the parts, it seemed to me. So, for an interim and work-in-progress presentation to the community held at the Alphen Centre colleagues and I produced some drawings, one of which for want of a better term and on the spur of the moment, I entitled the ‘Cultural Landscape’. The aim of the drawings produced was to represent as fully as possible the web of material culture that seemed to be valued. These early drawings had no legend, so they needed a little interpretation relative to the types and classes of phenomena they represented. There are natural phenomena: the mountain crests and enclosing slopes, forested areas, wetlands, rivers, streams and their associated vegetation and so on. There are built phenomena: the network of routes, visual axes, nodes, avenues, windbreaks, vineyards and orchards, notable building complexes, cemeteries, Kramats and the like. 

Second, we went through several cycles of asking the question ‘what is notable and character-giving to the extent that its loss would be a serious blow to the heritage endowment of the valley and to its essential character?’ Naturally, this is not an innocent exercise for it is value-laden and because in the then not as yet ‘New and Democratic South Africa’, there were silent voices and many narratives, some shouted from the rooftops, as it were, and others whispered and hidden. We did our best in the circumstances and ultimately ‘held up a mirror’ to the community and the council, as it were, of what appeared to be the valued elements of material culture and how the elements cohered in space through a syntax that began to emerge. The final drawing I produced for this purpose has been lost by the local authority. A small-scale, rather indistinct reproduction of it survives. What is important, I think, is that the drawing formed the basis for growth management and development planning efforts that followed, including the definition of issues to be resolved and ‘the desired future character of the valley’.

This was because it became utterly apparent that the most valued quality of the valley was its rural character, which had to be promoted and protected as a matter of policy.

Development inroads have occurred in the intervening 15 years, some of which are extremely unfortunate in my view. However, it is the duty of every generation to assess what it has inherited and to chart a way forward in a responsible fashion. I continue to believe that the first step in this cyclical and repetitive process is to systematically identify the framework of values and the elements of inherited material culture that should become ‘fixes’ in the cultural landscape, if we are not to lose our collective memory. This becomes a framework of constraints on the basis of which capacity for reasonable change is determined, on the one hand, and the role of the current time and population in adding to future inheritance and heritage is addressed, on the other in a developmental sense. 

You live in a splendid valley, steeped in history, struggle and varied facets of South African society, architecture and place. You do have a responsibility to future generations to pass-on that which is their due. Add to it what you can that is sensible.

PROJECT GROUP

With the exception of the section reporting on research on slavery in the valley, written by Jean Blankenberg, this report was written and illustrated by Fabio Todeschini. However, he drew from research findings appearing in a number of prior reports, in particular that prepared by the partnership Todeschini and Japha (1991) “Constantia - Tokai Valley Conservation (Built Environment) Study”, for the Local Council of Constantia, (140 pages, including illustrations). Moreover, this report has benefited from extensive consultations as partly reflected in the acknowledgements, below. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The many contributions made by a variety of individuals and organisations to the work are gratefully acknowledged, in particular the following: Joan Hemming, Acting Chair CPOA, John Muir of the CPOA; Bridget O’Donoghue, Co-ordinator, Environment and Heritage Management, Southern Area, City of Cape Town; Liz Brunette, Chair of the Constantia Hills Ratepayers’ Association; Barney Shapiro, Tokai Ratepayers’ Association; Brian Ratcliffe, Chair of the Constantia Valley Greenbelts Association; Lee Leith and Jean Raubenheimer, members of the Constantia Heritage Committee; Quahnita Samie; Stephen Townsend of Heritage Western Cape and Beverley Crouts-Knipe of SAHRA.

                   [image: image1.jpg]




                     [image: image2.jpg]STUDY ARER

=5
gz

HERITAGE RESOURCES IN THE CONSTANTIA-TOKAI VALLEY: TOWARDS A CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN.





EXDECUTIVE SUMMARY

While this report is fairly lengthy, the core of it is to be found in Section 4: the Inventory of Tangible Heritage Resources in the Constantia-Tokai Valley. In accordance with prevailing legislation, the heritage inventory proposes that a cultural landscape approach be adopted for grading and heritage resource management in the valley. So, for example, the study recognises that the upper mountain crests and slopes are part of the Table Mountain National Park, which is a Grade 1 heritage resource but is currently under the jurisdiction of Heritage Western Cape.

This report proposes that:

· three core areas of the historic farms in the valley be accorded grade 1 heritage resource status and be protected accordingly in the longer run (potentially as part of the broader Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape that is a candidate World Heritage Site), with the possibility of provisional protection in the shorter term. Included in these areas are a number of previously declared National Monuments, which are currently Provincial Heritage Sites. However, whereas when they were National Monuments under old legislation that is now surpassed the protection they enjoyed related to individual buildings, groups of buildings and relatively narrowly defined sites, this report recommends that the much larger areas be recognised as heritage resources of quite outstanding national (and potentially international) significance, so as to appropriately contextualise the notable historic buildings and other sites which are expressive of all those who produced these environments, inclusive of slaves and others who were dispossessed under apartheid;

· the existing grade 2 Provincial Heritage Sites (the old National Monuments: Tokai Arboretum; Tokai Manor House; Goedgeloof on Avenue Provence; Bergvleit Homestead; Church at Porter School; Timour Hall; Van Riebeek’s Almond Hedge) be selectively somewhat expanded in extent and eight other sites be accorded this grading: Bel Ombre; the ‘Malay’ Cemetery on Spaanschemat River Road; the Islam Hill site and Kramat; Morningside on Forest Avenue in Tokai; the Parish Road Cemetery; Rust en Vrede; Schoenstatt Manor House; and the Witteboomen Homestead;

· the significant parkland and green-belts that are an integral part of the character of the valley be accorded grade 3a status and be protected accordingly;

· in the order of 60 other sites are proposed as grade 3a or 3b;

· about 19 sites are proposed as of grade 3c because of their contribution to the historic character of the valley, while a small number of further sites comprising notable architecture of more recent date are also so proposed;

· the inventory of heritage resources be adopted by the appropriate authorities: the City of Cape Town, Heritage Western Cape and the South African Heritage Resources Agency. 
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