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1. 
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  

The study relates to the first phase of work flowing from an approach from the Constantia Property Owners Association during May 2005, when the consultant was asked to have the necessary professional work done aimed at achieving appropriate heritage resources protection for areas of the valley, given that the 1991 recommendations of the Todeschini and Japha report in that regard, although adopted as policy by the then Local Council, have to date not been implemented.
 

Following clarification of the brief, officials at Heritage Western Cape (HWC) and the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) were approached in regard to this valley as a portion of the Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape that had emerged in the meantime as a potential World Heritage Site. They were also approached for discussions, given that heritage legislation had changed in South Africa since 1991 and that an updated inventory of heritage resources in the valley was necessary because of developments in the built environment that have occurred in the interim.

In the event, the consultant made representations to the respective Councils of HWC and SAHRA, after presentations and submissions to the Grading Committee of SAHRA in May 2005. All agreed that the Constantia-Tokai Valley comprises grade 1 (national) heritage resources that require appropriate management. To that end the SAHRA Council resolved that the Constantia-Tokai Valley be Provisionally Protected. However, such protection has not been gazetted to date mainly because of capacity constraints in the SAHRA Western Cape office, which would not allow that office to deal effectively with development applications that would be likely to ensue. The matter was recently reviewed by the SAHRA Council at its meeting of September 2006, at which it again resolved that the Constantia-Tokai Valley was nationally significant in heritage terms and that the historic farmland areas be graded as grade 1 heritage resources, but that capacity constraints in the SAHRA Western Cape Office remained limiting factors to SAHRA’s protection and management of the heritage resources comprised in the valley. Therefore, the SAHRA Council gave support to Heritage Western Cape managing the appropriate resources with SAHRA as a commenting authority.

Elements of the urgency relating to this matter, as well as possible ways forward, have been aired and explored repeatedly since a SAHRA organised workshop held in Cape Town during 2005. Following the workshop it was obvious that up-dated inventories of heritage resources in the respective parts of the Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape were required. 

This report contains an up-dated inventory of tangible heritage resources in the Constantia-Tokai Valley and recommends a way forward for their proper management. 

2. 
OBJECTIVES AND METHOD

2.1 Objectives

Through a three phased programme, the broad aim is to promote appropriate heritage resources management in the Constantia-Tokai Valley in such a way as to be properly aligned and integrated with development planning and management by the various authorities, particularly the City of Cape Town and Heritage Western Cape. 

Because a conservation study aligned with development planning was undertaken in the early 1990s, the first objective was to update the inventory of heritage resources in the valley, mindful of the broader pressures of development and of changes in the legislative and policy instruments that have come into force in the interim. Regrettably, the arguably well-balanced integration that was achieved in the 1990s between heritage resources management and development planning proposals has not really been implemented: none of the conservation areas then proposed have been proclaimed or are otherwise effectively protected, the shift away from protected ‘monuments’ to protected ‘areas’ has not occurred and the Structure Plan prepared for the area, the most significant policy instrument in the development planning arena, remains in Limbo on some Cape Town City Council official’s desk 15 years after it was prepared at some cost to the ratepayers (see the essence of the then inventory and proposals as reflected in the figure overleaf, ‘Conservation Worthy Buildings and Proposed Conservation Areas’). 

Moreover, the National Heritage Resources Act, which has replaced the National Monuments Act, has downgraded all National Monuments to Provincial Heritage Sites. However, the Constantia-Tokai Valley is clearly a significant and representative part of the Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape, which has in the interim been proposed for inscription as a World Heritage Site, and the South African Heritage Resources Agency has conditionally resolved that there are significant heritage resources in the valley that warrant classification as national heritage resources.

Thus, the study is timely and this phase of the work seeks to provide a way forward on the basis of clear identification and assessment of significance and grading of tangible heritage resources, while strategically recommending appropriate protection for the seemingly most threatened elements of the cultural landscape on which so much of the character of the valley depends: the historic farms. 
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2.2 Grading Criteria for Heritage Resources in the Valley

Extracts of the Heritage Western Cape “Short Guide to Grading”, version 4 dated June 2005, revised September 2005, are reproduced below, in the interest of clarity. 

“Why Grade?

The South African heritage resources management system is based on grading, which provides for assigning the appropriate level of management responsibility to a heritage resource.

What is Grading?

Grading is an important step in the process towards the formal protection of a heritage resource, such as a declaration as a National Heritage Site, Provincial Heritage Site, or, in the case of Grade III heritage resources, the placing of a resource on the Heritage Register.  It is not an end in itself, but a means of establishing an appropriate level of management in the process of formal protection.

Who Grades?

Grading may be carried out only by the responsible heritage resources authority, or, in the case of a Grade III heritage resource, by the relevant local authority.  Any person may however make recommendations for grading.  These are known as field ratings and usually accompany surveys and other reports.

Grading Committees

Once field ratings have been done, the survey and the grading proposals should be submitted to Heritage Western Cape, who has the responsibility to list in the heritage register those heritage resources which fulfill the assessment criteria for the various grades.

Field Rating
Grading (by 

Heritage 

Resources Authorities)

Formal Gazette Status
Level of Management
Responsible Heritage Resources Authority

Suggested Grade I
Grade 1
National Heritage Site
National
South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (SAHRA)

Suggested Grade II
Grade II
Provincial Heritage Site
Provincial
In the Western Cape, it would 

be Heritage Western Cape

Suggested Grade III
Grade III
Heritage Register
Local
Local Planning Authority

Grading is a formal process and should be undertaken within the responsible authority by a small grading committee comprising representatives of the responsible heritage authority, as well as other heritage authorities and experts.

Information necessary for grading will depend on the level of grading proposed.  A short statement of significance may be necessary for a Grade III heritage resource, whereas the SAHRA forms for Grading and Nomination of a National Heritage Site require significant prior research.  The same will apply to the Heritage Western Cape forms for Grading and Nomination of a Provincial Heritage Site.

The Implications of Grading

Grading can have implications for the management of heritage resources, and may change the heritage resource authority responsible for, amongst other things, considering applications for permits or planning approvals. 

Archaeological sites: The level of management authority coincides with the Grading level.  Grade I archaeological sites are managed by SAHRA, Grade II Archaeological Sites are managed by Heritage Western Cape.  

Structures older than 60 years:  Authorization for changes remains with Heritage Western Cape until such time as the formal protection measures has been gazetted in terms of section 30(2) of the Act and when listed as a heritage resource in the Western Cape Heritage Register.  This could require cooperation between various spheres of government or levels of authorities with an interest in the site (national, provincial and/or local).  Should a heritage authority with the necessary competence other than Heritage Western Cape wish, in the short term, to manage a structure that has been graded, it must investigate provisional protection.

Memorials and public monuments:  Public monuments and memorials, including statues, commemorative plaques or cenotaphs should, without it being necessary to be gazetted, be entered in the Western Cape Heritage Register.  Planning authorities should include all memorials, public monuments or cenotaphs in the survey of heritage resources that is required in terms of section 30(5) and 31(1) when a spatial development framework should include all memorials and public monuments.

Serial Grading

Sites that may have greater significance, or tell a fuller story when viewed as a group rather than as single sites may be considered for “serial nomination”.  Serial nomination allows for the linking of complimentary sites that are being considered for Grade I or II status into a single declaration or for nomination as a heritage area in terms of section 31.

Serial grading or nominations should not be seen as a means of avoiding the establishment of a single most appropriate site when dealing with sites of similar type and significance, but must be defendable as having a group significance”.

“World Heritage Sites in the Western Cape

Several sites in the Western Cape have already been inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.  These include Robben Island as well as seven of the eight areas of the Cape Floristic Protected Areas, consisting of more than 550,000ha of land, most of it situated in the Western Cape.  These sites are also protected by the Convention concerning the protection of the Natural and Cultural Heritage of the World and the World Heritage Convention Act, 1999 (Act 49 of 1999).  World Heritage Sites should also be included when planning authorities compile inventories of heritage resources in their areas of jurisdiction.  These should be graded as Grade A sites.

…

Grade I Sites (National Heritage Sites)


South Africa's National Heritage Sites must as a whole represent the collective and balanced story of our South African consciousness as we understand it today.  They must be the key sites which best illustrate the events, peoples and systems which have brought us to our current state of nationhood.  They must represent development which occurred in South Africa, from its earliest geological formation, to the beginnings of humanity, and through its peopling  - illustrating the traditions, values, conflicts and achievements which formed the South Africa we live in today.

These proposed Grade I sites are so exceptional they are of outstanding significance to South Africa.  Such sites should illustrate national themes, and satisfy the criteria set out in Section 3(b3) and Section 7 of the Act, and its regulations. The book of our national heritage sites should tell the story of our South African nationhood and reflect a balanced recognition of all areas of our Heritage.

Grade I sites must enjoy authenticity and carry a universal value and symbolic importance that promotes human understanding and contributes to nation building, and their loss would significantly diminish the national heritage.

When considering potential National Heritage Sites, the following questions should be considered:

1. Is the site of outstanding national significance?

2. Is the site the best possible representative of a national issue, event or group or person of national historical importance? 

3. Does it fall within the proposed themes that are to be represented by National Heritage Sites?

4. Does the site contribute to nation building and reconciliation?

5. Does the site illustrate an issue or theme, or the side of an issue already represented by an existing National Heritage Site - or would the issue be better represented by another site?

6. Is the site authentic and intact?

7. Should the declaration be part of a serial declaration?

8. Is it appropriate that this site be managed at a national level?

9. What are the implications of not managing the site at national level?”

Grade II Sites (Provincial Heritage Sites)


Sites graded as Grade II sites must enjoy a provincial sphere of significance, while satisfying the requirements of Section 3(3) and Section 7 of the Act, and its regulations.  

Grade II sites are so special that they need to be given a status beyond being granted recognition by being entered in the heritage register, but are not of outstanding national significance. They may be rare examples of their kind, or otherwise be highly representative of a type.   They may connect closely to an event or figure of provincial/regional significance.  They may fall under the national themes, or under provincial themes. 

Grade II sites should enrich the understanding of the cultural, historical, social and scientific development of the Western Cape and of the region in which it is situated.  The intrinsic, comparative and contextual significance of the heritage resource will be determined and the responsibility of the management to be allocated in terms of section 8 of the Act will be determined in the grading process.

Grade II sites may include, but are not limited to –

(a)
places, buildings, structures and immovable equipment of cultural significance; 

(b)
places to which oral traditions are attached or which are associated with living heritage; 

(c)
historical settlements and townscapes; 

(d)
landscapes and natural features of cultural significance; 

(e)
geological sites of scientific or cultural importance;

(f)
archaeological and palaeontological sites;

(g)
graves and burial grounds;

(h)
sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in the Western Cape

The cultural significance or other special value that Grade II sites may have, could include, but are not limited to - 

(a)
its importance in the community or pattern of the history of the Western Cape

(b)
the uncommon, rare or endangered aspects that it possess reflecting the Western Cape’s natural or cultural heritage

(c)
the potential that the site may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the Western Cape’s natural or cultural heritage; 

(d)
its importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class of the Western Cape’s natural or cultural places or objects; 

(e) its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a community or cultural group in the Western Cape. 

“A proposed national system for sub-categories of Grade III sites to be included in the Western Cape Heritage Register

Experience has indicated that there is a pressing need for Grade III sites to have further more detailed subdivisions in order to allow for efficient management practice at a local level.

Although the proposed subdivision of Grade III sites into more detailed sub-categories is primarily a function of Heritage Western Cape in association with the relevant local planning authority, in the interests of setting a national standard and guideline for sub-categories and associated protections, SAHRA suggested that Heritage Western Cape and other Provincial Heritage Resources Authorities adopt a generic format that also provides for tailoring protections to the specific needs of a Grade III heritage resource.

The suggested sub-categories allow for three standard sub-categories of Grade III each with an attached standard protection  (Grade III A, Grade III B, Grade III C). Where there is a need to have specifically tailored protections governing a site, it is suggested that the designation Grade III A+, Grade III B+ and Grade III C+ be used.  The + symbol would immediately indicate that a specific protection has been drawn up for the site.

Grade III Sites (Provincial Heritage Register Sites)


The majority of heritage resources entered into the heritage registers by provincial heritage resources authorities will be graded as Grade III heritage resources.  These are heritage resources that are conservation-worthy and should be retained, but are not of national or provincial significance. They are most appropriately managed at Local Authority level.  They may be significant in themselves, or contribute to the significance of a larger whole.  They do not, however, warrant elevation to a heritage site status.
Grade III heritage resources will be protected by being entered on the Provincial Heritage Register within the Western Cape. Once on the Provincial Heritage Register, the responsible local authority ensures it is protected either:

· Under the Planning Scheme; or 

· By means of by-laws promulgated by the relevant local authority in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act

Heritage resources placed on the Provincial Heritage Register are not termed heritage sites, but have the status of a heritage resource that is formally protected.

Sub-Categories of Grade III

Rather than devising individual by-laws or protections for each and every Grade III Provincial Register Site, it is suggested that Heritage Resources Authorities standardize protections in terms of the Provincial Heritage Register to three general standard protections Grade III A, Grade III B and Grade III C together with their associated By-Law or protection in terms of the Planning Scheme.  Where specially drawn up protections are needed, these sites may designated with a + symbol after the grade.

Grade III A, Grade III B and Grade III C

Grade III A
This Grading might be applied to a site that is authentic, and thus should be governed by a regulation or by-law that requires any alteration or change in use to take place only under special consent of the responsible local authority. Significances might include:

· Highly significant association with a:

· historic person 

· social grouping

· historic events 

· historical activities or roles
· public memory

· Historical and/or visual-spatial landmark within a place

· Historical fabric is mostly intact (past damage is reversible) (Fabric may however possess strong evidence for historical layering)

· Most elements of construction are authentic

· Fabric dates to the early origins of a place

· Fabric clearly illustrates an historical period in the evolution of a place

· Fabric clearly illustrates the key uses and roles of a place over time.

· Contributes significantly to the environmental quality of a Grade I or Grade II heritage resource 

The site may be representative, being an excellent example of its kind, or it may be rare: as such it should receive maximum heritage protection at local level.

In terms of section 30(5) of the Act, a local planning authority must, at the time of the compilation or revision of a town or regional planning scheme or a spatial development plan, compile an inventory of the heritage resources which falls within its area of jurisdiction and submit the inventory to Heritage Western Cape.  A planning authority may at this time decide to develop a framework, which could be used to determine the local, regional, provincial and national or international significance of each heritage resource or group of resources in its area of jurisdiction. …

Grade III A 
Proposed Standard By-law

Any alteration to a place, other than routine maintenance, either external or internal to any structure thereon, including its landscape, or any change to its planning status must have the special consent of the Local Authority

Grade III B

This grading might apply to a site that may allow certain alterations to take place without being subjected to heritage scrutiny.  Such a site might have similar significances to those of a Grade III A site, but to a lesser degree.  Appropriate management would involve a regulation that would exempt certain types of change.

Grade III B 
Proposed Standard By-law

Any alteration to a place, other than routine maintenance, including its landscape, that is visible from outside any structure thereon must have the special consent of the Local Authority

Grade III C

This grading would apply to a site of contributing significance, which has significance that may be managed by means of a regulation managing publicly visible external alterations. 

Grade III C 
Proposed Standard By-law

Any external alteration, other than routine maintenance, including alteration to the landscape visible from a public place, must have the special consent of the Local Authority

…”.
 

2.3 Method of Study

Extensive and independent fieldwork has been undertaken, often in the company of the Co-ordinator, Environment and Heritage Management, Southern Area, City of Cape Town, and an up-dated inventory has been prepared, using the criteria already outlined. 

In brief, the following table illustrates the essential difference between the findings of the 1991 report and this one. 

TODESCHINI AND JAPHA REPORT

1991

GRADING IN TERMS OF THE THEN NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT THEN IN FORCE
TODESCHINI REPORT 

2006

PROPOSED GRADING IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL HERITAGE RESOURCES ACT CURRENTLY IN FORCE


GRADE 1



A: THEN CURRENT NATIONAL MONUMENTS
GRADE 2, POTENTIALLY AND SELECTIVELY RAISED TO GRADE 1

B: BUILDINGS RECOMMENDED TO BE INVESTIGATED FOR DECLARATION AS THEN NATIONAL MONUMENTS
POTENTIALLY GRADE 2, YET POTENTIALLY AND SELECTIVELY RAISED TO GRADE 1

C: BUILDINGS RECOMMENDED FOR INCLUSION IN THE THEN CONTEMPLATED NATIONAL REGISTER
GRADE 3 OR HIGHER

D: BUILDINGS OF HISTORIC INTEREST - PRE 1915
GRADE 3 OR HIGHER

E:  BUILDINGS OF HIST0RIC INTEREST PRE-1940
GRADE 3

F: BUILDINGS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHARACTER OF THE VALLEY
POTENTIALLY GRADE 3

G: BUILDINGS OF RELATIVELY RECENT DATE WHICH MAY BECOME OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
POTENTIALLY GRADE 3

As a consequence, proposals are made for certain areas to be graded as National Heritage Sites (as component parts of the Grade 1 Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape), further sites are proposed as Provincial Heritage Sites over and above the existing ones, and a range of tangible resources have been identified as Grade 3 sites, including the Green-Belts and associated riverine environments. Note that the City of Cape Town has adopted three sub-categories for grade 3 heritage resources, dubbed 3a, 3b and 3c, respectively, as discussed in the previous section of this report.

The intention is that once this report is finalised, phase 2 work is undertaken with a view to integrating the heritage resources inventory with appropriate aspects of the prevailing zoning scheme and other development control provisions. This will lead in phase 3 work to the articulation of a practicable management plan so that heritage resources management appropriately interfaces with development planning, such as is exemplified in the Urban Edge policy, Table Mountain National Park policy, Metropolitan Open Space policy, Scenic Routes policy, and so on. 

3.
HISTORY

3.1
A SPECULATIVE HISTORY OF SETTLEMENT IN THE VALLEY

The brief account which follows divides the urban history of the area into the following three stages: Early Colonial and Pre-Industrial; Laissez-faire; and the early years of so-called Modern Town Planning. A study focussing on the more recent planning history has been undertaken by the consultants MLH Architects and Planners, and an independent report on this has been prepared by them, utilising some of the historical maps isolated through this research.

While this discussion goes somewhat beyond the requirement of the "annotated maps" originally specified in the brief, it remains a partial and somewhat speculative history of the development of the physical form of the area, intended primarily to be of use to the local area policy planning team.

Six sets of material have been utilised in this research.  They are as follows:

1. historical maps depicting actual or proposed development in the study area at different times;

2. illustrative material similarly representing developments in the study area at different times;

3. a relatively small number of existing texts which deal specifically with the history of Constantia and Tokai;

4. unpublished manuscripts and other material compiled as part of an on-going research project concerned with Greater Cape Town;

5. the material flowing from the site by site research and field work reported on in section 6.1 of this report;

6. the material flowing from the planning history study prepared by MLH Architects and Planners. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF PRE-INDUSTRIAL SETTLEMENT

The study area was, of course, utilised on a regular basis by Khoi pastoralists long before the advent of colonists.
  Colonial settlement obliterated all traces of this use as it intensified over the years. The importance of the Colonial and Pre-Industrial period is that developments in the study area at that time were responsible for laying down a geometry comprised of: the land subdivisions; the structure of movement routes; the layout of fields, water furrows, tree avenues and shelter belts; and the siting of farmsteads. Much of this geometry has endured to the present day.

The prevailing natural conditions influenced the early settlers' choice of sites for settlement and agriculture. Table Valley and the Liesbeek Valley were the most logical initial choices, followed by the Constantia-Tokai valley. The Liesbeek River valley and the Constantia-Tokai valley afforded reasonable protection from the north-westerly gales, and some protection from the strong south-easterlies. The valleys were watered by numerous streams which channelled the relatively plentiful rainfall. Natural forests and associated forest-scrub areas hugged the ravines and were important resources in a natural setting not richly endowed with tree cover. The soil was generally fertile. For all these reasons first the Liesbeek River valley and then the Constantia-Tokai valley were found to be suited to the pursuits of the Dutch East India Company, its dependants and the free-burghers who undertook farming pursuits on their own account from 1656 onwards. 

Numerous charts of the Cape of Good Hope show the early territorial organization of settlement. A map of circa 1690-1700, though plainly inaccurate in many respects, is particularly useful in indicating the overall setting as perceived and represented at the time (see Fig. 3.1.1). The mountainous Cape Peninsula is shown, with its indented coastline of many Points and Bays. Numerous rivers and vleis are also represented. Table Valley is shown (the settlement bridgehead and site of the "Kaapse Vlek"), as are the other three main valleys where agriculture was practised. The Kaapse Duinen separated these early domains of settlement from the African hinterland.

A map-like graphic of 1780, prepared by Colonel Gordon, clearly shows the Constantia-Tokai valley in relation to the peninsula mountain chain and the other valleys mentioned (see Fig. 3.1.2). This child-like map is particularly noteworthy in that it shows the relative positions of the major natural features, as well as the general alignments of connecting routes and distinctive origins and destinations. Clearly represented are the domesticated domains of Rondebosch, Newlands and Constantia. Also indicated, or implied, are Table Valley and Simons Bay, the most important agglomerations of settlement and anchorages for shipping. Unfortunately, Wynberg Hill is not represented on this drawing. We may visualise it just to the north of the bifurcating routes to Simons Bay and Hout Bay, as they led to and from Table Valley. The hill was, of course, the reason the routes took their particular alignment, on-contour around the eastern edge.  
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Due to its distance from Table Valley and because of early attempts at limiting the domain of colonisation at the Cape to a line north of the crest of Wynberg Hill and west of the watershed between the Liesbeek and the Swart Rivers (the line of Van Riebeek's Almond Hedge and a chain of little forts), Constantia-Tokai remained fairly remote in the early years. It was used for wood gathering and hunting before it began to support agricultural pursuits, and a track was constructed over the nek to Hout Bay, peripheral to the Constantia valley itself. This route is not shown on the above-mentioned sketch by Colonel Gordon. The route linked Constantia Nek directly with Rondebosch, via what we today call Rhodes and Newlands Avenues. This route was first engineered by Lieutenant Schut on the orders of Governor von Qualberg, to provide a "suitable and easy road for wagons" to Hout Bay. Timber had previously been brought to Table Bay from Hout Bay by ship.

The earliest colonial agriculture and permanent settlement in the Constantia-Tokai valley was at Steenberg by one Catherina Ras who settled there in 1683. She built a house called Zwaanswyk on the Steenbergen, and succeeded in obtaining a grant to the land in 1688, the first land so granted in the valley in the colonial period. The later farm Witteboomen was at that time a wood-cutters' post of the DEIC.

However, it was Simon van der Stel who was at the forefront of the establishment of a tradition of settlement in the valley a few years later. He had arrived at the Cape in 1679 and became Commander of the Dutch East India Company outpost. Of Mauritian descent, educated in Holland, and a man of vision, tenacity, and strong character, he was made Governor of the Cape in 1691. By this time he had examined the local situation and had requested that land be granted to him in the valley, which he named Constantia.
 We know that he retired to Constantia in 1699, where he had built a Manor House the year after becoming Governor, and that until his death in 1712 he expended much energy on the improvement of the farming in the valley, though he had many other interests as well. He appears to have been remarkably astute in obtaining large landholdings by means of grants, leasehold title, and outright purchase of properties from a range of burghers.  Liepold's appraisal of the man is apposite: "... his love of the beautiful, a naturally kindly disposition and, on occasion a shrewd common sense ... He loved good wine, good food, good furniture  and good company ... he gave South Africa its first good wine."
  Liepoldt continues, further on, "He succeeded beyond his expectations, for 'Constantia', the sweet red and white wine that he made on his private estate, was for nearly 200 years regarded as one of the most outstanding wines of the world."

A copy of the original grant of Constantia appears at Fig. 3.1.3.  
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Noted in the Deed of Grant by the High Commissioner Hendrick Adriaan van Rheede was the following: "... a certain piece of ground situated behind the Table Mountain at or near the Steenberg, bearing westwards to the said Steenberg, southward against the land of the free burgher Matthys Michielz [the farm Zwaanswyk], northwards upwards against the wood named the Hell [near Witteboomen], and eastwards towards the waste land or Downs; the contents being 891 morgen ...".
  The sheer size of this grant is notable, and was remarked on at the time, as Jose Burman has pointed out. The area of Constantia was just about exactly that of the whole city of Amsterdam at the time, when the normal extent of land grants at the Cape was of the order of 60 morgen. The evidence suggests that besides this and other land under his eventual ownership, van der Stel also held leasehold rights for grazing of livestock and hunting to much of the balance of the Constantia-Tokai valley.  

The Constantia farm was described by Francois Leguat in 1698 as follows: "The Governor has a pleasant home called 'Constantia', about two leagues from the Cape. Here he lives for the greatest part of the year, not only on account of the air which is excellent, the fine prospect, and the admirable soil, but also by reason of the great quantity of game which are thereabouts ..."
  A chart of the time refers to "Gouverneur van der Stel syn boulant van Granen en Wyn". It is uncertain how much land was actually put to wheat farming, sources being somewhat contradictory on this.  The evidence does suggest that cattle farming was carried on fairly extensively, while the cultivation of wine proceeded apace.  This is no doubt because Constantia wine became much favoured not just at the Cape but also in Batavia and later in Europe. The good soil, plentiful sunlight, and other favourable climatic conditions characterising Constantia, were obviously important in this, as was the care with which the wine was apparently made.

In the 1690s further land grants, such as Klassenbosch and Witteboomen, were made by the DEIC in the valley, and by 1720 land grants were as reflected in Fig. 3.1.4, taken from Mr Lewis-Williams's article. They comprised the farms of Groot and Klein Constantia,
 Witteboomen, Boscheuvel, Klaasenbosch, and Alphen, besides Steenberg to the south. Two features are of particular interest with respect to the pattern represented on the Figure.  First, the farms were located on the middle slopes of the valley, and did not incorporate the steep slopes of the enclosing mountain range, nor did they stretch eastwards or southwards onto the flatter, and seasonally waterlogged land. Second, the northern boundaries of Witteboomen and Groot Constantia appear to have been defined by the early road traversing the valley from the immediate south-east of Alphen to Constantia Nek. This speculation appears to be directly supported by evidence provided in the Surveyor Mitchell's Map of 1887,
 and is, perhaps, corroborated by van der Stel's requirement in 1693 that improvements to the road to Constantia Nek be executed at the company's expense. Whether a new alignment for the road, further to the south, was then established on that of present day Hout Bay Main Road, as reflected on Mr Lewis-Williams's Figure, is a matter for further research. Our own research to date suggests that this newer alignment was of much later date. Were it to be found to have been of earlier date it would certainly have had the effect of bringing a public thoroughfare far closer to van der Stel's Constantia homestead. 

Irrespective of this, it is fascinating that the access road to Groot Constantia is directly on the axial alignment of Constantia Berg, surely not an accident. Our research has pointed to many such axial alignments of the building complexes still remaining in the valley, many of which seem to have been aligned on Constantiaberg and some on other peaks in the surrounding chain of mountains. See the Cultural Landscape Map.

When Simon van der Stel died at the age of 73, the grazing rights over large expanses of the valley which he had enjoyed were annulled and reverted to the DEIC. Moreover, his farm at Constantia was auctioned and began to be subdivided. Within a matter of decades there emerged the distinct farms of Groot Constantia itself (a remnant of the original farm), Klein Constantia, Hoop Op Constantia, Buitenverwachting, Nova Constantia, and Silverhurst. Additionally, portions of Simon van der Stel's Constantia were incorporated into Witteboomen, and into Bergvliet, which had come into being by subsequent grant. So the process of subdivision in the valley which endures to the present day was set in train in the early 18th century. 
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Stade's view of Constantia dating from this period (1710) is of interest (see Fig. 3.1.5). The drawing is a panorama encompassing a view-cone of a little over 180o, probably as seen from a point on the rise a little to the south of present day Schoenstatt. It depicts a view stretching from Sandvlei, on the left, to the Back Table of Table Mountain and to Devil's Peak, on the right.  Amongst much else of interest, it shows: 

· the strong mountain backdrop capped by numerous peaks; 

· the broad sweep of Sandvlei itself, with False Bay beyond;

· the generally sparse natural vegetation cover in the valley; 

· the significant landscape of tree avenues, vineyards, and tree shelter belts;

· enclosures that possibly were Kraals;

· imposing new buildings.
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A narrower panoramic view probably prepared in 1714 by J. W. Van der Heydt, and taken from a point much closer to Groot Constantia,  shows the mature oak avenue planted by van der Stel, which led to the homestead (see Fig. 3.1.6).
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Regarding Groot Constantia and what we now call Hoop op Constantia, it is of interest that Mentzel, who visited them both prior to 1741, noted that "... the former [Groot Constantia] is a bit more elevated and commands a view of False Bay. Both are abundantly provided with water and the adjoining gardens are very fertile. Both produce similar red and white wine: only connoisseurs can distinguish some difference in flavour."

We must also note that in 1741 Simons Bay was declared the official winter anchorage by the DEIC. The desire was to limit the number of disastrous wrecks that continued to occur during the winter months at the Table Bay anchorage. Obviously, this policy had the effect of increasing traffic between Table Valley and Simons Bay. Constantia, being halfway between Cape Town and Simonstown, supplied fresh produce to shipping and benefited from increased traffic through the valley. Apparently, Steenberg farm especially was a popular stop-over point. The precise routes that were used for the purpose are uncertain: they were perhaps along an alignment broadly coincident with the present day Main Road, or possibly took a route along the lower slopes of the mountain, connecting farms from Klaasenbosch and Constantia to Steenberg. (See maps of 1786, 1796, 1802). It may even be that in the winter months a more circuitous route was followed to avoid the marshy conditions associated with the rivers on the more direct alignment. There is evidence to suggest that Louis Michel Thibault straightened the alignment of the Main Road from Wynberg to Lakeside, when he was charged to prepare surveys and make improvements to the road from Cape Town to Simonstown during the 1810s.

We have prepared two map reconstructions of settlement at about 1800: one reflecting the layout of vineyards and farmsteads; and another the major routes. These appear as Figs. 3.1.7 and 3.1.8, respectively.  Lewis-Williams's reconstruction of cadastral boundaries and some of the major routes at 1820 appear as Fig. 3.1.9, shown with Figure 3.1.4.  Further subdivision of the original Constantia farm is shown, as are newer land grants further to the east, on relatively poorer soil. It is notable that Tokai was by then also a farm, with an important Manor House. It was during this period that Constantia wine became world famous and that the local economy benefited from this and from the farming of a variety of vegetables, fruit, and flowers.  Many trees were planted, principally for purposes of providing wind-breaks and shelter-belts to vineyards and orchards. 
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A fascinating panorama of about 1800 is that entitled "Gezigt van het camp aan de Wynberg naar de Steenberg te zien" (see Fig. 3.1.10). It shows the wagon route to Muizenburg and Simons Bay, some farm buildings and cottages, and encampments associated with the first British invasion and occupation. The sparse vegetation is also notable, though there are indications of tree belts and vineyards on the extreme right of the illustration, in the direction of Constantia. 
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The Groot Constantia homestead was rebuilt towards the end of the 18th century, and a large raised area to the north of the main house was built, affording a defined platform from which views over the vineyards and out towards False Bay could be enjoyed.  

A number of drawings and watercolours prepared in the early 1830s, by Charles D'Oyly, are of great interest. They may be said to reflect the maturity of the first colonial period of settlement in the valley. See Fig. 3.1.11 for his panoramic view of much of the valley from Wynberg Hill, which shows:

· far more vegetation than had been shown in prior representations;

· a considerable number of dwellings and farmsteads;

· the Ou Kaapseweg;

· Constantia Nek.

Two further views of Constantia (see Figs. 3.1.12 and 3.1.13) show: 

· the very well defined complexes of farm buildings;

· the associated defining walls lines of trees and avenues;

· the numerous vineyards separated by rows of trees; and

· the encircling and containing mountain backdrop.

With the emancipation of slaves in 1834, a number of new subdivisions occurred, as farming practices were adjusted, and farms changed hands. 
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THE LAISSEZ-FAIRE PERIOD

During the latter half of the 19th century, population increased, economic and cultural ties altered, mineral discoveries were made in the interior, the Anglo-Boer war occurred. These factors contributed to the processes of change that were to transform the scale and character of Cape environments, including the Constantia-Tokai valley. Other significant factors in the second half of the century, when laissez-faire became dominant, were:

· revolutionary change in transport technology on land and sea;

· the establishment of a range of commercial, and other institutions and functions;

· the introduction to the Cape of Phylloxera, a devastating disease affecting vines;

· significant changes in export markets and farming practices;

· increasing demand for housing in the vicinity of and within public transport reach of Cape Town. 
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The changed circumstances are best characterised by the fate of Groot Constantia itself during this period. Owned by the Cloete family since 1778, the farm was bought in 1860 by the Cape Government, for the purpose of establishing a model farm and undertaking viticulture and oenological research.  

As a consequence of severe drought, labour difficulties, vine diseases, the removal of preferential export of wines, and commercial depression, farming in the valley went through very difficult times, and many farms were subdivided and/or sold. The 1860s were particularly distressing years, and many proprietors of long-standing were forced to sell their land at low prices. Tokai was also acquired by the Government, and under the pioneering efforts of the Chief Conservator of Forests, Lister, the first formal forestry operations were started in 1883. Many Gums and Pines were planted, and the now celebrated first Arboretum in South Africa was established. It is now a National Monument.
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Further developments had to do with:

· the establishment of the rail service from Cape Town to Wynberg;
 

· the establishment of Government institutions, such as the Tokai Convict Station and the Porter Reformatory, in the southern part of the valley; 

· the growing tendency for subdivision of farms; 

· the spread of market gardening in the area.
 

Fig. 3.1.14 shows Mr Lewis-Williams's reconstruction of the northern part of the study area in 1884. As he points out:

"[t]here were then 30 farms as compared to 15 in 1820 ... Already the effect of the valley's two major routes viz. to Hout Bay via Constantia Nek and to the Southern Peninsula can be seen in that most of the small farms are situated either along these routes or outside of the triangle formed by these routes and the Constantia mountains. ... At the turn of the century, a number of Constantia farms, such as Schilpadvlei, were split up into small holdings. ... The small-holdings are all on the lower slopes, where the soil is sandy and light, and therefore ideal for peri-urban agriculture of this type."
 

10 historical maps included in Section 6.2 of the 1991 Todeschini and Japha report illustrate the developments in the study area over the years spanning from 1865 to 1909. Moreover, 44 Historical Land Surveyors Diagrams included in Section 6.3 of that report relate to all the important farms and estates in the study area. Most of these diagrams date from the 1880s. Though all these maps and diagrams are of interest, a systematic discussion of them would go well beyond the scope of this study. 

We note that the following maps are of particular significance, appearing on the following pages:

· that by Surveyor Mitchell, dated 1887, for though never completed, it shows much detail of the layout of farmsteads, vineyards and so on, and the original at the Surveyor General is in colour (see Fig. 3.1.15);  

· the 1901 Map of the Cape Peninsula, which shows the very many subdivisions associated with the rail line and Main Road to and from Muizenberg (see Fig. 3.1.16);

· the 1909 Map of the Cape Peninsula prepared for the War Office by Skead and Watermeyer, showing the broader setting (see Fig. 3.1.17).

Interesting examples of Surveyors Diagrams, relating to Groot Constantia, Klaasenbosch, Alphen, and Silverhurst are shown in Figs. 3.1.18 to 3.1.21. 
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THE MODERN TOWN PLANNING PERIOD

Fuelled by the general unease and public outcry which followed the 1918 influenza epidemic, in which many thousands at the Cape lost their lives, numerous moves towards the importation of British and American Town Planning thought and practice emerged at the Cape in the second decade of the century.
 Aside from parliamentarians, such as Richard Stuttaford, who was pivotal in introducing the Garden City Movement to Cape Town and hence South Africa, other officials, such as the City Engineer of Cape Town Mr Lloyd-Davies, actively lobbied for town planning controls.

Both the Garden City thinking and the controls which eventually took shape as a result of the 1927 Provincial Ordinance and later variants,
 were based on conceptions of urban environments at odds with the products of the laissez-faire Victorian-Edwardian era. Moreover, the image of the detached villa set in a "garden suburb" gained considerable preference amongst the middle class,
 while notions of 'neighbourhood' (positively prescribed in the new thinking on the one hand) and 'ribbon development' (actively prevented on the other hand) were seen as antithetical in the architectural, engineering and planning fraternities.

Developments in the Constantia-Tokai Valley were influenced, of course, by the factors mentioned above. Besides land subdivisions and the construction of some roads and bridges, the landscape was altered in other ways. Timber planted during the 19th century at Tokai was felled and sold at great profit during the timber shortages of WW1. this stimulated the planting of trees by many farmers, who then profited during WW2 and the phase of increased building after the war.

As the eastern side of the valley became increasingly exposed to suburban development pressures, so also land owned by the State became more intensively used and was further developed for institutional purposes: for example Westlake and Polsmoor were taken over for military and related purposes. 

By the 1930s there were many smallholders but small farming operations became increasingly uneconomical due to rising costs and difficulties in obtaining labour. Many realised that their properties were worth more as sites for housing development.  The authorities were consequently pressurised by farmers for permission to subdivide. The first such development was approved in 1935. Gradually more and more farms were subdivided, and thus a pattern of development was set in train that changed the landscape from a rural to a suburban landscape. Some farms, however, were retained on the western side of the valley.

Though regulations prevented export crops (such as certain classes of table grapes) from being sold locally, World War 2 halted the export trade. With no market many farmers went bankrupt. As the war ended there was pressure on the government to provide housing for returning servicemen, leading to an acceleration in the development of townships such as Meadowridge (a portion of Bergvliet). These were laid out in accordance with some of Ebenezer Howard's and Raymond Unwin's Garden City notions.

The Group Areas Act initially had more of an impact on the social fabric of the valley than on the built fabric. However, physical reminders remain of a community removed by the laws promulgated in the 1950s: besides many dwellings there are a number of Mosques and Kramats. Places associated with extensive market-gardening (such as Strawberry Lane) and other more village-like areas such as that that used to exist on the so-called park-and-ride site near the present Constantia Village Centre, were home to community groups that were largely removed from the valley by the implementation of Apartheid laws. 

The building of the Blue Route in the 1960s also constituted an impact on the physical development of the valley. It sliced through a long established network of farms, routes & rivers, and though it has clearly improved access, it has done damage to a cultural landscape developed by many generations over the centuries. 

See Figs. 3.1.22 and 3.1.23 for maps of the valley of 1937 and 1970. Note that the Phase 1 Planning Studies Report by MLH Architects and Planners should be consulted for more recent developments in the valley. 

3.2
AN OVERVIEW OF SLAVERY IN THE CONSTANTIA-TOKAI VALLEY, by Jean Blanckenberg

In 1682 the first large grant of land in what became known as the Constantia Valley was made - to a redoubtable women who had survived four husbands, killed a lion, and was now married to her fifth husband, Matthys Miechielsz. Catharina Ras, has become a legend on the farm granted to her, Zwaaneweide, the Feeding Place of Swans.
 Until that date only a few small properties were scattered here and there in the lovely valley encircled on three sides by mountains and hills and fed by a myriad streams. Catharina and Matthys began to clear their land – the beginnings of the farm now known as Steenberg - but not until 1688 are they listed as owning slaves. In this year the Opgaafrolle (Taxation lists) record that they were assisted by one knegt (a white contracted worker) and four male slaves. In 1692 there were seven male slaves, and 800 vines had been planted.

It was, however, in 1685, three years after the grant of Zwaaneweide, that the introduction into the valley of slavery on a large scale can be established with certainty. In this year a large extent of 891 morgen was officially granted to Governor Simon van der Stel by the visiting Commissioner Hendrik Adriaan van Rheede tot Drakenstein, Lord of Mijdrecht, in recognition of his services as Commander of the Cape of Good Hope, and so began the spread of wine-farms which were to make the name of Constantia famous throughout the world.

Van der Stel’s immediate need on receiving his property was to clear and prepare the land, and to this end he needed to supplement the number of slaves he already owned. His first purchases on 26 April 1686 were two Madagascan slaves, a female, Secca Gijoa aged 24, and Indebet, a male aged 28, both bought from a visiting ship’s captain, William Dearon. Two months later, on 5th June, he bought ten Mozambican slaves: Bartholomew, Antonio, Christoffel, Joan, Alexander, Lorenzo, Thomas, another Lorenzo, Pedro and Fransisco – and a slave boy from Bengal, Antonio aged 12 
 One other slave was bought in the course of this year, a young man, Titus from Malabar aged 22, for whom Van der Stel paid 80 Rixdaalders to Jacob Velthuis, a bookkeeper on the ship Swaag who sold the slave on behalf of Hendrik Vuijst, a merchant in Batavia.

As farming activities on Constantia increased, more slaves were needed and gradually acquired. Paul from Malacca, aged 25, was bought in 1690 and in the same year Van der Stel bought a little family from Admiral Jan Parve. They were Aran from Malabar, Helena from Macassar and their infant. For this family he paid 114 Rixdallders. For Anthoni from Madagascar, whom he bought from the Estate of Leendert van Gijselen, he paid 40 Rijksdaalders, which was somewhat less than the market value for a young slave aged 21. In 1691 the Governor bought one more slave, Titus from Malabar, aged 18, who was sold by the Rev. Hermanus Specht on behalf of the widow of the Commander of Tuticorin for 60. Rijskdaalders.

In succeeding years the list of Van der Stel’s purchases is imposing and in all probability the majority of them were employed on his Constantia Estate. There would have been an enormous amount of work to do. Van der Stel had chosen his estate carefully, testing samples of earth throughout the Peninsula and finding the Constantia Valley, as well as its micro-climate, to be the most suitable for vine-growing. Then, with an eye to natural beauty, he built his homestead of unplastered brick in a sheltered corner of the valley from which the waters of False Bay could be glimpsed in the far distance
 Today it is easy to imagine the labour involved – the clearing of the natural vegetation, planting and care of the vineyards, the building of the homestead and last, but by no means least, the planting of the young oaks which today are the great and venerable trees with which Van der Stel’s name has become synonymous.

In 1693 he bought two children, Mange aged 12 and Motta aged 8, for 70 Rijksdaalders. A strange transaction was the sale of Revan from Madagascar, aged 3, by Van der Stel to Dain Majampa for 60 Rijksdaalders - as Dain Majampa was the Prince of Macassar and a political enemy of the Company. From Dutch skippers he bought Abraham, Simon and Barneveld, three slaves in their twenties, all from the coast of Malabar, and George from Madagascar aged 10 was bought from the captain of an English vessel. Two slaves were bought in 1694 - January from Macassar and Aron from Tenate. In 1695 the list of slaves sold to the Governor is long and imposing: he bought 16 slaves and sold only three. The slaves came from far and wide, from Tranquebar and Bengal, Bali and Cochin, Madagascar and Bouton, Negapatam and Timor. The most expensive was Abraham from Tuticorin for whom the Governor paid no less than 120 Rixdaalders.

Most slaves were given European names before they were sold at the Cape. If a captain had failed to do this, the name was sometimes left blank in the Company’s books, but usually the Secretary of the Council of Policy supplied a name which then had to be used by the slave and the new owners. Native names were not often used, but in 1696 Simon van der Stel bought no fewer than 12 slaves from Richard Glover, captain of the English vessel Amity; the native names of most of them were recorded in the deed of sale. They were Isse Cici, Sambo Nangombe, Carra Sova, Inpieta, Ereff from Temetard, Sambo, Hallavanta, Mohua, Etobe, Ekoota Raeij Hoolbee, Maria and Auroroa. 

In 1698 the Princess Louise, a Danish vessel, brought slaves from Cape Verde, and Van der Stel bought three of them. He appears to have run out of names, as the official who wrote down what the Governor dictated in this case entered the names of the slaves as Weggesonken, aged 22, Behouden aged 21, and Dikbeen aged 24, no doubt rough descriptions of the three men - for whom Van de Stel paid 130 Spaanse matte, an unusual coin at the Cape.

During the course of 1698 four more slaves were bought. - Augustus, Augusijn, Dirk and Claes; no further slaves were bought during Van der Stel’s office as Governor, and after this year he settled down as a private Burgher at Constantia.

Regarding Van der Stel’s attitude to slavery, Anna Boeseken in her book Slaves and Free Blacks at the Cape 1658-1700 (Tafelberg 1977) writes “How did he treat his slaves, and how did he acquire them? Were his own slaves baptized like those belonging to the Company and what was his attitude to the manumission of slaves? Some of these questions are easy to answer, others seem to be unanswerable ... That Simon van der Stel was unfeeling with regard to the misery of the slaves as was suggested by Commissioner Van Rheede
 is contradicted by the facts. In the first winter of his command in March 1680 he summoned the Council of Policy to discuss the clothing of the slaves which he pronounced inadequate. Only one set of clothing had been issued to the slaves before his arrival and this he found insufficient … At the Cape the inclement changeable weather made at least two issues of clothes a year desirable. ‘No wonder, he continued, that there was so much illness amongst the Company’s slaves and that so many of them died.’ ”

That Van der Stel’s relations with his slaves were, in fact, good can be deduced partly from the absence of court cases in which he would have been the complainant, and partly from the fact that he appreciated good work, … though he did not manumit many slaves during his lifetime, he made provision for the liberation of several of them before he died. 

On 1st March 1712 he was described as being in poor health. On 18th March he mentioned by name three female slaves who were to be freed after his death. They were Fabia from Brazil, who was 40 years old, Leonora from Madagascar, 30 years of age, and Christina from the Canary Islands, who was 28 years old. The next day he drew up a list of 11 slaves who were to be liberated in the same way. They were Job from Madagascar, aged 30, and the boy Adamsol, 18 months old and born at the Cape. The others were Adriaantje from Tranquebar, Maria and Mouto from Malabar, both aged 30, as well as Sophia aged 18, Clara aged 20, Dorothea and Constantia, both ten years of age, Delia aged five and Theodora who was only four months old, all of whom were born at the Cape. To Philip of the Cape who served him as a freed man, the Governor gave a slave named Lucas from Madagascar, aged 20. To Francina Grutting a young freed slave who, since her birth had been brought up at Constantia was granted a legacy of 3 000 guldens, half of the Governor’s linen and a bed with all its accessories. The slaves who were liberated would be allowed to settle down as Free Blacks two years after their master’s death, and would join the other Free Blacks who were already settling down within sight of Table Mountain and in and around Stellenbosch.

These last years had been turbulent and sad years in Van der Stel’s life as his son, Willem Adriaan, who had succeeded him as Governor, as well as his son Frans, had fallen from favour and were banished from the Cape in 1707. He died, possibly a rather lonely man, in the autumn of 1712.

Within a couple of years of Van der Stel’s death the large Constantia Estate had been sub-divided into three separate farms: Constantia itself – known today as Groot Constantia, with the homestead, became the property of the colourful and at times dubious character, Olaf Bergh, and his wife Anna de Koning, mother of his ten children. It is interesting to note that Anna, the mistress of Constantia, was herself the daughter of a Freed Slave, Angela (or Ansiela as she is also known) of Bengal, who had been owned by Jan van Riebeeck and was reputed to have been nanny to his children. Angela had soon bought her freedom, married a Basson, and became a shrewd property-owner in her own right. 

The second piece of the original Constantia became De Hoop op Constantia and was acquired by Johann Jurgen Kotze who died soon afterwards, leaving his young widow Elsabe van Hoff as its heir. She soon married Johannes Colyn; both were offspring of slave women, and Colyn’s grandparents, Evert and Anna of Guinea, had also been freed slaves.
 

The third portion of Constantia, which became the well-known farm Bergvliet, was bought by Pieter de Meyer who, within a matter of days, sold it jointly to Jan Brommert, who was in charge of equipping the Company’s ships in Table Bay, and Isaac Scheepers. The farm saw several owners in the early years, the first of note being Elbert Diemer whose sister, Christina was now the mistress of Zwaaneweide, and who farmed there for 30 years, and Jacob Rohland who bought the property in 1761 and was then the owner of 17 male slaves.

Another early grant in 1714 was the farm Alphen, originally owned by Theunis van Schalkwyk, but which passed, in 1716, to Jan Brommert who had just disposed of Bergvliet. Several owners followed, but in 1748 it was bought by Abraham Leever, a man of some consequence, and it is very likely that it was he who built the original fine house – a spacious double-storied thatched dwelling with an imposing double gable where the wide pediment is today.

Witteboomen, too, had been formally established in 1714 by Jan Gerrit Stoots, although there had, in fact, been some activity in the area for some years following early but unsuccessful attempts to find silver ore in the deep valley running off to one side of the farm. By 1724, however, Wittebbomen was in possession of Jan van Helsdingen, whose family continued to own it until 1824 when it passed from Leonora Loret, the widow of Jan Guillaume van Helsdingen to Willem Ferdinand van Rheede van Oudtshoorn.

By the middle of the 18th century the spread of large properties in the Constantia valley had begun in earnest – and on all of them large numbers of slaves were needed as farm labourers, wagoners, masons and, as time went on and living conditions became more sophisticated, as house-servants. For example, in 1725 Frederik Russouw of Zwaaneweide (now Steenberg) had 32 male slaves, seven females, as well as eight slave children – 3 boys and 5 girls. Ten years later his widow, Christina Diemer, owned 43 male slaves, nine females, and 14 slave children. By now her farm was well-established with 30 000 vines, 260 head of cattle and 1 200 sheep.

The first half of the 18th century saw three serious outbreaks of small-pox – the first of which, in 1713, raced through the Cape causing countless deaths and decimating the slave population. Other less severe epidemics followed in 1755 and 1767.
 It would be interesting to establish how badly slaves in the Constantia valley were affected, but, unfortunately, readily available comparative records are sketchy. 

As the number of properties in the Constantia Valley, both large and small, grew, so did the number of slaves. In her book The Great Houses of Constantia Philippa Dane writes: “In this, the last quarter of the 18th century, the farmers of the Western Cape bought slaves as a hedge against inflation in much the same way as modern investors buy gold shares. As with gold, the price of slaves climbed rapidly – in 1700 it had been in the region of 100 Ryksdaalders per slave but by 1790 it was more than 1 000 … farmers unwisely centered their wealth on the ownership of slaves, and when slavery was abolished, many of them were ruined despite a certain amount of compensation.” 

Looming Abolition was, however, still more than half a century in the future, and for the present the growth, well-being and, almost, the survival, of land-owners depended on the services of their slaves. In the Cape District (of which the Constantia Valley formed a part) after 1720 over 96 percent of farms had at least one slave
 and some had large numbers. Guelke (1998.84) concluded that: “At the pinnacle of white society was a small landed gentry who lived well off large farms or plantations worked by scores of slaves … The rest of the white farmers by dint of steady hard work and with the help of slave and family labour kept themselves in the middle of free settler society at the Cape.”

Where did the slaves sleep? This is a question which has been, and still is being, researched by vernacular historians. Doubt has been thrown upon the popular phrase “Slave Quarters”, and it does indeed appear that special buildings erected for the sole purpose of providing living accommodation for slaves were extremely rare. In a paper entitled The Question of Slave Accommodation at the Cape: Issues of Space, Time and Mind and presented at VASSA Workshop 2, Durbanville, in November 2004, Antonia Malan writes: “Extant structures, inventoried households and contemporary descriptions are the sources for some of the concrete evidence we do have for slave accommodation in the Cape … As sources of information on the layout, range, distribution and chronology of households, they are invaluable … as sources of information about slave accommodation they are enigmatic … remarkably few households had slave ‘quarters’ named as such ... There is little patterning in the rare occurrences of slave ‘quarters’, either in time, location or relationship with the number of slaves on a property. There is no evidence at all for clustered quarters separated from the homestead and werf in the 18th century Cape ... The wealthy Estate of Alphen in Constantia first recorded a slave house in 1738 under the ownership of Jacob Leever.
 There was a chimney chain listed in the inventory – but also a table and baking trough. Was this therefore a slave workplace – a bakery – or also the slaves’ living quarters? The building, next to the house, was pulled down in about 1819 and replaced by a new wine-cellar, and the slaves were relocated elsewhere.”

This lack of specifically constructed “Slave Quarters” seems to be borne out by the lack of such defined quarters in most of the large Estates in Constantia, and it seems clear that what have since come to be known as Slave Quarters were, in fact simply out-buildings utilized at the time for the accommodation or work-place of slaves. In his book Children of Bondage Robert Shell writes “As soon as a slave owner could afford to, he would move his male slaves into an adjacent dwelling, while enslaved women usually stayed under the owner’s roof. Women slept where they worked – in the kitchen … (By the 19th Century) the women nearly always slept in the kitchen, and a taboo had been established forbidding the male owner from entering the kitchen at night (wet-nurses, however, slept outside the door of the mistress’s room).”

It has been suggested that the cellars below the house at Groot Constantia are, in fact, the Slave Quarters, but some doubt has been thrown on this too. De Bosdari (1964) points out that it seems doubtful whether possessions as valuable as slaves sometimes were would be housed underground.

It is certain, however, that when Constantia was bought by Hendrik Cloete (Senior) in 1778 be would have needed plenty of space to accommodate his slaves. He found the property in an extremely run-down state. Hendrik Cloete, writing in the third person, reported: Because of the long neglect in fertilizing the vineyard, it had badly deteriorated and, although it was very old, he tried to get the most from the declining harvest. Not only were the vines completely overgrown but the dwelling, wine cellar and other buildings were going to ruin.

It seems that at first he experienced some labour problems as is evidenced from an excerpt taken from a long letter which he wrote to the Honourable Cornelius Jacob van de Graaff, Governor and Director of the Cape of Good Hope and its Dependencies, and the Honourable Council of Policy: (presented to the Council of Policy on 22 December 1788): … It is well known throughout the Cape how difficult it is for a farmer to get his work done by Hottentots. At present I have 20 of them in my work force, several of which are very well paid, while others are paid less, but satisfactorily according to their competence. Due to the lack of slaves I cannot do without Hottentots at certain seasons of the year, as I need them in addition to my slaves, for the work at Constantia. Since 15 December 1778 when I acquired Constantia, I have lost 25 slaves both large and small, to death. To keep the farm and agriculture from Neglect I shall be obliged to replace the 25 slaves as well as the 20 most troublesome Hottentots. These cannot be acquired but in exchange for Constantia wine, from private individuals or from foreigners, for acceptable ducats, Mexican pieces and rupees, which have to be paid with our local currency, which, as mentioned, is not acceptable to those foreign countries with which we mostly trade.”

In an Appendix dated the same date (22 December 1788) Hendrik Cloete lists some expenses incurred in the running of Constantia (extract taken):

Construction of new buildings and further improvements to these.

The purchase of male and female slaves, among whom the following: for myself a cook and his helper, as also a cook and helper for my slaves, two domestic boys, four domestic girls, coachman, stable-hand, groom; a cowherd, although, due to poor grazing, I can keep a small herd of cattle for their manure for only 2 or 3 months per year; a shepherd for a small flock of slaughter sheep for home use. NB the flock may not exceed 30 or 40 sheep, also due to poor pasturage; 2 gardeners, 3 boys, routinely occupied with the preparation of wine-casks and other work in the cellar, 30 labourers. This amounts to fifty head which, according to the deed of sale gives an average value of about f1 000 each. Towards the maintenance of the above-mentioned 50 male and female slaves, for food, clothing as well as medical expenses, etc.@ f100 each per year – f5 000. NB the four domestic women have at present several small children who also have to be provided for. Servants pay for keeping wild buck out of vineyard, and to guard the farm against all kinds of evils – f216. 

Notwithstanding the ‘evils’ which threatened Groot Constantia, Cloete went on to establish a winemaking dynasty, and his name is as inseparable from Constantia as that of Simon van der Stel. He is credited with substantially altering the U-shaped homestead, and adding the pedimented gable, as well as building the large and elegant double-storied wine-cellar. 

The following is a further extract from Hendrik Cloete, Groote Constantia and the VOC
:“Cloete, in his time, was one of the Cape’s largest slave owners. At Groot Constantia alone he employed at least 50 male and female slaves. At every auction he bought one or more slaves. A list from 1788 gives the names of 44 slaves purchased in the previous ten years. These purchases partly served to replace losses due to death which, over this period, numbered 25. Cloete wished to improve both the number and quality of Groot Constantia’s slave population. For example, he soon became disenchanted with the slave working as cellar man at Groot Constantia, whom he had inherited from Van der Spuy. He wrote “this so-called cellar-man was not only a most ignorant person, but had little or no knowledge of wine-making.” Within the year he was replaced by April van de Caab who so lived up to expectations that Cloete, in his Will of 1799, left him 100 rijksdaalders ‘in return for faithful services’, and the choice of freedom at the estate’s expense, or to reside with one of the heirs with a monthly allowance of 3 rijksdaalders. Titus the foreman and Philip the coachman were similarly remembered, while Candace, the latter’s partner, and her children, were not to be sold. 

Referring to the careful consideration shown by Cloete for his slaves, G.J. Schutte writes:
 “The aforementioned stipulations concerning his slaves undeniably show a patriarchal character and a strong sense of responsibility towards dependants, albeit within the framework of the acceptance of slavery ... He was not averse to working shoulder to shoulder with his slaves “I do not leave the wine-cellar for a moment” he wrote to Swellengrebel “no longer is a midday pause taken, Kleintje is in the vineyard picking grapes, the shirt is off and in gauze trousers, I stand here all day minding the pressing vat.” He was not ashamed to admit to shared labour, to thanking his slaves “for the faithful service which they have always given” and to reward them with clothing and food and whatever else is required “to make their old age bearable. ” To Cloete his slaves were people with their own personalities, co-workers whom you introduced to your friends and mentioned in your letters, as evident in his correspondence with Swellengrebel. 

Hendrik Cloete died in 1799, and his Last Will and Testament, drawn up on 28 July of that year 
 shows the care with which he made arrangements for his more faithful slaves – an extract from the Will is attached as Annexure 1.
 

When his son Hendrik Cloete, Junior, inherited Constantia from his father, he inherited, as well as the vast estate, over 80 slaves. By this time Constantia wines, both red and white, were well known, and during the ownership of the next Cloete, Jacob Pieter, its reputation was such that Louis Philippe of France sent an emissary to the Cape to buy some on his behalf.

During the years in which Hendrik Cloete Senior was setting Constantia to rights and turning it into what would become a world-renowned wine-farm, the other estates in the valley were also going from strength to strength, in spite of the upheavals which were taking place at the Cape: 

· De Hoop of Constantia was in the able hands of the Colyn family. Johannes Nicolaas had earlier formed a partnership with his cousin and next-door neighbour Hendrik Cloete, and together they had developed the sweet wine of Constantia which was to become famous throughout Europe.

· Alphen was owned by Pieter de Waal who, in 1795 (the year of the First British Occupation which was to last until 1803) headed a contingent to meet the oncoming British who were approaching from the direction of Muizenberg – with a marked lack of success which contributed to the name Retreat being given to area. In 1801 the farm passed to Thomas Frederik Dreyer, a friend of Lord Charles Somerset and, like him, a breeder of fine horses and lover of fox-hunting 
 who was to own the property until 1843 when his son Hendrik Oostwald Dreyer inherited it.

· Berglvliet had come into the hands of the Eksteen family in 1769, and by the time Hendrik Oostwald Eksteen inherited it in 783 it was one of the largest estates in the area. It was most likely he who built the homestead and possibly, also, the unusual Slave Bell – it’s pillars are not tall and graceful as they are in other, later houses, but low and roughly plastered, with a sturdy simplicity.

· In 1794 Arend Brink bought a major portion of the farm Berglvliet, which became Buitenverwachting. In 1797, however, he sold it to Ryk Arnoldus Mauritius Cloete (brother of Hendrik Cloete) and Ryk immediately began buying slaves and mortgaging them in order to finance further purchases.

· Witteboomen was still in the hands of the Van Helsdingens.

· The lovely farm, Tokay, set on the slopes of the Steenberg Mountains had come into being in 1792 when it was granted to Jan Andreas Rauch. This
remote area had originally formed part of Van der Stel’s vast estate, and had been used for the grazing of his cattle and sheep - undoubtedly in the charge of his slave herders. For years after his death the land had lain fallow, but, within three months of Rauch’s grant, he sold it to a fellow German Andreas Georg Hendrik Teubes who is thought to have built the house. In 1802 it passed to Petrus Michiel Eksteen, the rather wild son of Hendrik Oostwald Eksteen.

· Next-door neightbour, Swaanswyk had grown considerably since the
struggling days of Catharina Ras, and in 1697 had been sold to Frederick
Rossouw who then owned 12 slaves – several of whom would probably have been transferred to his new property. A new purchase, however, was made on the 21 March of that year, when Isaak of Macassar aged 26 or 27 was bought by Russouw for 80 Rijksdaalders from Leendert van Deijl, skipper of the ship “Berkel”. During the rest of his life several other purchases were made – among them Hannibal of Bengal aged 28, bought in June 1697 for 60 Rijksdaalders, Maria of Bengal (age unknown) bought in 1719 for 75 bought on 19 March 1723 for 133 Rijksdaalders. and Sijmon of Bengal on 3 March 1729 for 200 Rijksdaalders, and Poustina , Maria, Diana, Tamer, David and Catharina all bought on 19 March 1723 for 133 Rijksdaalders. The farm remained in the Russouw family for nearly two hundred years, during which time its name changed from Zwaaneweide to the less musical Swaanswyk – and in later years was changed to its present name, Steenberg, after the rocky mountain which towers above it.

The unsettled years at the Cape continued. In 1803 the Batavian Republic took over and the majority of British departed – only to return in force when they recaptured the Cape at the Battle of Blaauwberg in 1806. This Second British Occupation heralded an entirely new era for the Cape – including an expanded market for Constantia’s wines.

Unfortunately slave records at this time are sparse, but it is safe to say that as the numbers of properties increased, so did the number of slaves, and, from the start of the nineteenth century we find more slaves being used for specific household duties – as cooks, housemaids, seamstresses, and also as shoemakers, and carpenters. By 1812 the Valley had been defined as a specific Field-Cornetcy stretching from the Diep River to Lakeside, and figures given in the 1812 Taxation List
 show the extent of slavery in the area: There were a total of 53 White males and 43 White females (these latter were predominantly the wives of the owners, but several were owners in their own right). Between them they owned, in addition to 112 Hottentots (males and females), 380 male slaves, and 124 female slaves. (This list is attached as Annexure 2).
Although the Second British Occupation in 1806 brought about huge changes in the social and commercial status of the Colony, for some years there was little change in the legal status of slaves. In 1808, however, the Slave Trade on the high seas was officially abolished, and thereafter the redistribution of slaves depended upon the operations of the domestic slave market. 

Another factor had, however, entered the picture – Prize Negroes. These were illegal slaves Captured at sea by the Royal Navy and landed at Cape Town where they were supposed to be liberated, but instead a semi-clandestine and unsuspected trade flourished and “prize negroes” were “apprenticed” to established slave owners for 14 years - thus providing substitute labour for Cape Town market gardens and mercantile classes and also boosting the Lodge’s waning population.

By the year 1819 the practice of apprenticing Prize Negroes had spread to some of the large estates of the Constantia Valley. In the field Cornetcy of W.F. Versveld, which spread from the Diep River to beyond the present Lakeside, there were a total of 41 adult males, 7 adult females, and 4 children born at the Cape (full list attached as Annexure 4). 
Three years earlier, by a proclamation dated 26 April 1816 the registration of slaves had been made compulsory, and an office was established in Cape Town “for the purpose of keeping exact Registers of all slaves within the Colony…Every proprietor of a slave or slaves shall be bound to enter at the office of the district in which he resides, by name and sex, all his or her slaves, stating their respective ages, country and occupations, and also to report … all manumissions, transfers, inheritances, births, deaths or changes of property, as the case may be.”

Accordingly the owners of properties in the Constantia valley presented themselves at the office of the Inspector of Enregisterment, and these lists give us our first real indication of the way in which each individual slave was employed. (Tables giving full details of each slave belonging to the owners of Alphen, Buitenverwachting and Swaanswyk are appended as random examples as Annexures 6, 7 and 8).

The period prior to Emancipation saw the law relative to slavery considerably amended to improve the lot of slaves, especially by the passage of Ordinance 19 in 1826 when the rights of slaves were significantly extended. Successive ordinances laid down hours of labour, allowed slaves to hold property, and forbade the sale of children under ten years of age away from their parents. Domestic chastisement was not to exceed 25 strokes, while managers of estates were to keep punishment record books. Provision was also made for the improvement of slaves’ family life, prescribed certain forms and amounts of labour, limited physical punishment and created new machinery to ensure that slave owners adhered to these limits.
 

Not always, however, were owners lucky in their purchases as slaves were inclined to quarrel among themselves and were often caught stealing – nor indeed were the slaves always happy with their owners. In cases of disputes : “When it came to cases of misdemeanour among slaves – which were taken to Court - the reputation of individual slave-owners was of particular importance in a society where the validity of Slave evidence was unclarified. In many cases the slaves on the farms were the only ones who could give decisive evidence, and the admissibility of their evidence came to be of crucial importance.”
 Slaves at the Cape were not, however, completely rightless in the eighteenth century. These rights were guided by the regulations in the Statutes of India, the Dutch Colonial regulations. Slaves, when they were ill-treated, could lodge a complaint against their master or mistress with the nearest authority. However they were also to be punished if their complaints were said to be unfounded. Slave owners under Dutch colonial rule were thus not completely above the law.

There was also the question of illness amongst the slaves – as is borne out by the following letter written in 1836 by Daniel Rossouw of Steenberg regarding one of his former slaves – now Apprenticed to him:

To His Excellency General Sir Benjamin D’Urban K.C.B. 

Governor and Commander in Chief of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope

The Memorial of Daniel Russouw of Steenberg in the Cape District Respectfully Sheweth That Memorialist’s Apprentice named Tobias has, about six weeks ago, been admitted into the Somerset Hospital for medical treatment at one shilling and sixpence per diem. That Your Excellency will perceive from the enclosed certificate of Asst. Surgeon Drew that the said Apprentice is afflicted with Leprosy which is an incurable disease .Wherefore Memorialist humbly prays that it may please Your Excellency to allow said Apprentice either to remain in the said Hospital or be forwarded to such place as Your Excellency shall deem necessary, free of expense. And Memorialist as in duty bound will every pray

(Signed) Daniel Rossouw

21st December 1836

Reply by Dr Bailey (Surgeon)

Somerset Hospital

22nd December 1836

The prayer of Memorialist will be complied with as soon as there are a sufficient number of these unfortunate people to forward on to the Leper Institution … beg to recommend that the hospital charges cease from the date of this memorial.

As the date for Emancipation (1834) loomed, so did the troubles of many of the Cape Farmers increase. For nearly 200 years their well-being had depended almost entirely on the services of their slaves, and it was a time of much discontent as many felt that their whole way of life was threatened.- in spite of the fact that slaves were obliged to give four years unpaid labour to their former masters before gaining total freedom. Many heated meetings were held, and there was a great deal of bitter feeling towards proponents of the Emancipation movement in Cape Town.

The compensation paid to slave owners was intended to be based upon prices paid for slaves over a period of eight years. Aged and infirm slaves were valued at 5 Pounds 12/2 halfpenny, and children at 6 Pounds 11/11 halfpenny. Unfortunately this rate of compensation was unable to be implemented as the total sum of money available for compensation in the Cape only amounted to 1 236 000 Pounds – in the event, therefore, actual compensation paid to owners fell far short of expectations and was, in fact, fairly paltry. As they had feared, many farmers found themselves in straitened circumstances and several went insolvent – among them Johan Gerhard Cloete of Buitenverwachting In her book The Great House of Constantia Philippa Dane lists some of the slaves sold at a Public Sale held at the farm in 1836: “First to come up for auction was the Apprentice James of Mozambique, a man aged 48 who had always worked for Cloete and who was sold for 400 Rks. Arnoldus, probably named after his master, aged 22 years, also a faithful servant, went to Christoffel Joseph Brand for 350 Rks. Frederik, also aged 22 years, fetched only 340 Rks.. A pathetic entry then follows on the list stating that Andries of the Cape, aged 3 years, was bought for the princely sum of 6 Rks by one Betje, a free maid who was almost certainly his mother and had been standing anxiously in the crowd waiting to see if she would be able to buy her son. Last, but by no means least, was Lendor of Mozambique, a plasterer aged 49, who was bought by Jacob Pieter Cloete for 350 Rks. This slave was to cause considerable inconvenience to the Trustees of the Estate because he subsequently died, and Jacob Cloete demanded that his money be refunded. The doctor who examined Lendor when he claimed to be suffering from “sinkings” stated that the slave’s complaint was of such a nature as to render death speedy and inevitable, which turned out to be the case, and after much tedious and time-consuming paperwork, it was agreed to release Cloete from the bargain.”

At Witteboomen, too, a peremptory sale was held on Saturday, 12 October 1833 and was widely advertised – however the entry prompted the Proprietor of Slaves to address the Trustees to the effect that the female slave Sophie, alias Fetje, had been wrongly included in the list of slaves to be sold -.he informed them that she had been bequeathed to the Van Oudtshoorn family on condition that she “was not to be sold or alienated but should devolve upon the heirs.” (Fetje’s name was removed from the list). It began with the auction of slaves who fetched a total of 1 500 Rks. Abraham the Blacksmith, who was a valuable asset, fetched 2 000 Rks – bought by Rudolph Cloete, Phillis, the Batavian Cook, went to Olaf Martini Bergh. Neptune of Mozambique had absconded, but he was sold in absentia. The nursemaid was bought by von Ludwig, a family friend, for 400 Rks and he returned her to the seven children she had reared since their infancy. Ontong of Batavia asked if he might buy his own freedom, a question which touched the hearts of auctioneers and bidders alike, for they allowed him to be sold to himself for 4 stuiwers.

The officials of the slave Department continued in office up to the beginning of the year 1835, and the office of Registrar and Protector of Slaves was retained until 1838 to wind up the affairs of the Department.

Full freedom dawned on 1 December 1838 without unrest. The apprenticeship from 1834 to 1838 had been too short a transitional period to admit of new habits being formed or new skills being acquired. But shortage of good land and alternative employment obliged most of the former slaves to continue working for their masters; while proprietors found that, although wages were now to be paid, these only slowly rose above the cost of slave maintenance. Muslim slaves, however, who had largely been distinguished by their skilled craftsmanship, especially as masons and carpenters, tended to form their own communities and predominantly settled in the Bo-Kaap. The remainder gradually settled down as part of a mixed community, mingling readily with those of Hottentot and other strains.

Although today there is no longer a very distinguishable or easily recognizable slave strain, the family stories handed down to the descendants of slaves are legion. And in Constantia the gracious old houses, the ancient oaks and, especially, the magnificent vineyards, all bear testimony, not only to the early owners themselves whose vision directed the creation of their beautiful farms, but to the slaves who lived and loved and had their being on those farms alongside their white owners, and whose labour created the beauty which remains as their memorial.

3.3
AN OVERVIEW OF THE SURVIVING TANGIBLE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CONSTANTIA-TOKAI VALLEY

An in-depth architectural study of the area is beyond the scope of this study. However, in order to inform the fieldwork and to assist in making decisions relating to the significance of individual buildings and building complexes, various written sources, archival maps, photographs and drawings were consulted. In addition, discussions were held with architects and others who have worked on significant buildings in the area. Notes have been compiled on the most important buildings which remain. 

The development of the historical architecture of Constantia is linked directly to the development of the old farms of the area, and, from an architectural point of view, the remaining farm buildings and complexes are probably the most important cultural resources in the study area. Farms were developed in the area as early as the late 17th century, but none of the earliest structures remains. The existing buildings of historical interest on the farms were built over a period of some 200 years, from the mid-18th century to the early part of this century. 

The farm complexes with early buildings still remaining are Steenberg, Groot Constantia, Klein Constantia, Hoop op Constantia, Alphen, Nova Constantia, Buitenverwachting, Tokai, Dreyersdal and Bergvliet. These have retained many of their 18th century architectural characteristics and stand out as the most significant precincts in the Constantia and Tokai valley. With the exception of Alphen, the homesteads on these farms are all single-storey gabled thatched roofed buildings. Seven of these early homesteads are U-shaped, typical of the early Peninsula houses. Together with the homesteads, the wine cellars and other outbuildings, werfs, walls and gates, bell structures, cemeteries, water channels and ponds, etc., make up the historical built environment. Moreover, in addition to these built elements, the old trees around the buildings, the vineyards and fields, and the avenues which lead up to the homesteads are all significant landscape elements. These precincts, with both their built and landscape elements, are of National significance (see Figs. 3.2.1 - 3.2.5).

Rust en Vrede and Sillery are examples of later thatch roofed homesteads. Rust en Vrede was probably built early in the 19th century and is particularly interesting as it is reputed to be the only surviving E-plan house at the Cape. It is one room deep and has hipped side and half hipped end gables. Sillery appears to be a mid-19th century house, similar to those built in the 1840s in suburbs such as Rondebosch. It has an elongated rectangular plan with a hipped thatch roof with dormer windows (see Fig. 3.2.6).
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The homesteads on the farm complexes Witteboomen, and Oude Raapkraal near Steenberg, are interesting examples of early 19th century farm complexes which were substantially altered late in the 19th century. The other buildings on these farms also date mainly from the late 19th century. Other typical features of these farms are the water channels, bamboo groves, ponds, old walls and entrance gates.  

Mount Prospect, near Groot Constantia, is the only surviving example in the valley which is intact of a late-19th century complex. The homestead is a typical Victorian villa with projecting bays at each end of the front facade, and attic rooms lit from sliding sash windows in the projecting gables (see Fig. 3.2.7).  The outbuildings are typical barns with corrugated iron roofs (see Fig. 3.2.8).

Unlike other suburbs in the Peninsula, there was no large scale urban development during the Victorian and Edwardian period, nor any significant development or urban infill during the 1920s or 30s. However, there are some isolated Victorian and Edwardian and later buildings of significance. 

These include two large houses, Glendirk and The Chilterns, which were designed around the turn of the century by Sir Herbert Baker on the Wynberg ridge overlooking Alphen and the Constantia Valley (see Figs. 3.2.9 and 3.2.10). He also designed Morningside (c.1903) in Tokai which was later restored by the architect Forsyth after a fire. They are typical of the work done by Baker's office, with gabled facades, teak joinery with brass fittings, and panelled interiors. Both Glendirk and Morningside originally had thatched roofs. Other large houses built during this period were the present Hohenhort Hotel (1906) which was designed by the architect Seeliger to replace the 17th century farmhouse on Klaasenbosch (see Fig. 3.2.11), and the two-storey Edwardian mansion built on High Constantia in 1902, which is now the main building at the Schoenstatt Convent (see Fig. 3.2.12).

Timour Hall and Belle Ombre are particularly interesting examples of the changes which were made to earlier buildings during the Victorian period. Both houses have early plan forms with later additions. They are both Victorian in appearance because of the typical Victorian joinery and other details. Belle Ombre has an interesting timber verandah around the house and unusual fireplaces. The smaller Victorian\Edwardian Villas of architectural interest are Vita Nova (c.1900) in Tokai, and Barbarossa (1908) in Constantia. 

Apart from these grander Victorian and Edwardian buildings, there are still a few pre-1915 cottages in the valley. Some examples can be found on Eagles Nest and along Constantia Nek Road (see Fig. 3.2.13). Particularly interesting are the Bloekomlaan Cottages in Tokai, which are of various types. These range from a corrugated iron cottage in its original state and in good condition to villa types with stone plinths and verandahs. Another example of a corrugated iron cottage is to be found on Chart Farm (see Fig. 3.2.14).
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HERITAGE RESOURCES IN THE CONSTANTIA-TOKAT VALLEY: TOWARDS A CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
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There are a few buildings of interest in the area dating from the period 1920 to 1940. Most of these are farmhouses. Some examples are Balmoral (c.1919), Glenugie Farmhouse (1933), and Zonnestraal (1938).

House Pentz, Serenite, and Chart Farm are examples of houses built during the 1940s which may be considered historically interesting at a future point in time. 

Apart from domestic architecture, there are also some religious buildings, cemeteries and institutional buildings of interest. The Moslem community was displaced after the Group Areas Act was enforced, but the Mosques, Kramats and burial grounds are still in use in the valley and are significant cultural elements in the landscape (see Fig. 3.2.16) The Kramat at Islam Hill was designed by Kendal. The Parish Road cemetery is the largest, and is also clearly of cultural significance in the valley. Many small historical cemeteries and burial grounds which can be seen on old Maps and Diagrams attached to Deeds of Transfer have not survived or are in a neglected condition.

The institutional buildings of interest include the Porter School (with a building by Baker), Constantia Boys Reformatory (including an old gaol dating from the Boer War), the Constantia Girls Reformatory, and the Old Gaol on Pollsmoor. 

Notes on individual buildings have been included in Section 4 of this report, the inventory of heritage resources.

Note that many illustrations of buildings and landscapes appear in appendices 6.4 and 6.5 of the 1991 Todeschini and Japha report. 
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4. THE 2007 UP-DATED INVENTORY OF HERITAGE RESOURCES

Following many meetings with local, provincial and national heritage authorities and local representatives, as well as extensive fieldwork, the study proposes the adoption of a cultural landscape approach to heritage resources management in the Constantia-Tokai Valley. Thus, it is not only historic and heritage-worthy buildings that are the subject of this inventory: entire areas of mountain-slopes, agricultural land, green-belts and associated riverine environments that are characteristic of the valley are included as heritage resources. Moreover, in accordance with the principles of the national heritage legislation, the wide range of heritage resources are each accorded a grading of national, provincial or local significance (as the case may be) and it is foreseen that management of the respective resource be undertaken by the competent authority aligned with the grading of the resource. So, for example, the study recognises that the upper mountain crests and slopes are part of the Table Mountain National Park, which is a Grade 1 heritage resource but is currently under the jurisdiction of Heritage Western Cape. The study also proposes that three historic core areas of farmland be Grade 1, as shown in the accompanying plan. 

Note that erf numbers appearing in the schedule starting overleaf are as at 7th August 2006.

INVENTORY SCHEDULE OF HERITAGE SITES AND BUILDINGS AND THEIR RECOMMENDED GRADING

PROPOSED GRADE 1: National Heritage Sites



RESOURCE AND ADDRESS
ERF NUMBER
NOTES

The core historic farmlands of Constantia-Tokai (SAHRA Council decision: Grade 1 sites, September 2006) 

The farms are grouped in three areas, as reflected below 

Area 1: The Northern Valley Farmland Area (18 erven):
26, 311, 324, 327, 328, 347, 352, 355, 361, 362, 377, 401, 436, 8685, 10127, 10373, 11400, 13166
This area was proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 in the mentioned Built Environment Conservation Study as an area to be protected, and it was so proposed in the full Growth Management and Development Plan prepared by a range of other consultants also in 1991 as one of four ‘agricultural anchors’ to be protected. 

The only difference is that this inventory includes the Alphen historic precinct in this area of farmland. 

GLENDIRK

off Klaassens Road

Constantia
10373
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 as a National Monument



THE CHART

Klaassens Road

Constantia
311


THE CHILTERNS

Servitude Area

Klaassens Road

Constantia
13166
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 as a National Monument



ZONNESTRAAL

off Constantia Main Road

Constantia
324, 355, 361, 362, 11400
Notes:

*      Late 1930's it was owned by Parker, R.;

*      1938: homestead built;

*      15 acres of "Alphen" acquired.

ALPHEN

Alphen Drive

Constantia
377


Should be included even if Alphen no longer has any farmland, because it is historically and visually part of Wolwekloof.

History:

granted to T. Van Schalkwyk in the late 17th century but transferred to S. van der Stel before the grant was signed;

1714:  regranted after van der Stel's death to Van Schalkwyk, T.D.;

1716:  land sold to Brommert, J.;

       land later given to Jacomina (daughter) when wedded to Leever, J.;

1738:  sold to van der Swyn, J.;

1748:  sold to Leever, A.; a homestead was built which is thought to have been a single-storey H-shaped dwelling.

1758:  sold to Serrurier, J.;

1758:  sold to Kirsten, J.F.;

1780 or 1793 (according to different sources): sold to De Waal, P. who possibly added a second storey.  

1801:  sold to Dreyer, T.F.;

1843:  taken over by Dreyer, H.O.;

1854:  sold to Cloete, D. (then to son Henry);

1885:  340 morgen of land around Alphen was consolidated;

1905:  the stables were dismantled and the 'great cellar' was erected; the arch between it and the old distillery also dates from this time;

1905:  winery built;

1920:  inherited by Bairnsfather (grandson of Henry);

WWII:  inherited by brother Sandy;

1948:  silo built;

1962:  the homestead was converted into an hotel.

Notes:

*      Some sources suggest that the original H-shape is clearly visible in the present rectangular ground plan; (Dirk Visser suggests that Alphen was neither an H nor a U-shape single-storey dwelling with a flat roof at any stage but that it has always been a double-storey homestead as testified by the homogeneity of the details, amongst other things, of the upstairs and downstairs);

*      the pediment was not a feature of the original double-storey house; it appears to have had a double gable;

*      the front door has a drop window and a fine architrave with mid-18th century carvings;

*      the long and narrow building now housing the bar is a late 18th century building, probably the Jonkershuis;

*      the arch and pilasters between the homestead and the jonkershuis dates from about 1800;

*      the old pressing cellar shows some Thibault characteristics and it has been suggested that it may have been designed by him; this structure was a proclaimed National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site;

*      the "Dower House" has been remodelled by Dirk Visser; it has an 18th century lower storey and a 19th century upper storey; 

*      the old "ringmuur" still exists;

*      the 'slave bell' is a modern structure (c.1980) designed by H. Grundley;

*      Alphen was a National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site

Area 2: The Central Valley Farmland Area (46 erven):


821, 824, 908, 910, 911, 917, 929, 950, 953, 1043, 1063, 1069, 1119, 1121, 1122, 1123, 1847, 2616, 2623, 2641, 2744, 2755, 2761, 2995, 2996, 2997, 3020, 3025, 4931, 5179, 6243, 6599, 6602, 6603, 7395, 8557, 9795, 9796, 10682, 10860, 10861, 10869, 10889, 11568, 12787, 13190
Part of this area, comprising a cluster of historic farms in and about Groot Constantia, was proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 in the mentioned Built Environment Conservation Study as an area to be protected. In addition, a further area centred on Eagles Nest was so proposed in the full Growth Management and Development Plan prepared by a range of other consultants also in 1991 as one of four ‘agricultural anchors’ to be protected. 

This inventory of heritage resources proposes that the two previously identified areas, which were separated by a large expanse of mountain slopes, should best be delimited as one expanded area so defined as to comprise entire erven and not only portions thereof. 

Cottages at EAGLES NEST

off Constantia Main Road

Constantia
*****

The precise erf numbers where the cottages are located need verification by the CoCT:

821, 911, 917, 11568
Notes:

*      Portion of an original farm;

*      owned by: Aylward (granted in 1859)

       Koch (1882-1918)

       Brunt (    -1928)

       Williams (1928-1960)

       Maggs (1960-    );

*      an L-shape building was recorded on the 1859 deed;

*      this original farmhouse possibly predates 1834;

*      old house burnt down in 1934;

*      present "Bell House" built incorporating parts of the old house; 

*      a number of old cottages still exist on the farm.

GROOT CONSTANTIA

Groot Constantia Street

Constantia
10861
History:

1685:  granted to Simon Van Der Stel;

1692:  homestead built (a double-storeyed U-shaped dwelling probably constructed with unplastered bricks and with a hipped thatch roof);

1714:  Constantia divided into 3 portions: "Bergvliet", "De Hoop Op Constantia" and "Groot Constantia";

1750:  sold to Van Der Spuy, Jacobus;

1773:  sold to Serrurier, Jan;

1778:  sold to Cloete, Hendrik;

1791:  redesign of cellar - attributed to Thibault, assisted by Anreith, (the pediment is dated 1791 but the cellar may be several years older);

1792/3:transformation of two storey red brick building into a U-shape Cape-Dutch farmhouse - Thibault is thought to have been involved in these alterations as well;

1799:  inherited by Cloete, H. jnr;

1824:  inherited by Cloete, J.P.;

1867:  inherited by Cloete, H. (last private owner);

1885:  sold by auction to Colonial Government;

1925:  homestead burned down - restored by Kendall.

Notes:

*      The gable is a variation of halsgewel type;

*      the niche in the gable contains a figure of "Abundance" with a cornucopia - a feature probably added by Anreith perhaps after 1800;

*      window pane in jonkershuis dated 1876;

*      gables of the outbuildings are of a rare type known in the Netherlands as klokgewels;

*      Groot Constantia was a proclaimed National Monument but is now a Provincial Heritage Site.

Bath,

Cellar, 

Cemetery,

Gates, 

Jonkershuis, 

Outbuildings and

Ringmuur at 

GROOT CONSTANTIA

Groot Constantia Road

Constantia
10861
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha as a National Monument in 1991

See Groot Constantia

DE HOOP OP CONSTANTIA & Cellar 

Groot Constantia Estate

Constantia
2755


Proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 as a National Monument

Original name: "Klein Constantia" or "Petite Constance"

History:

Homestead built at beginning of the 18th century;

1712:  subdivided from original farm "Constantia" - bought by Pieter De Meijer and sold immediately to Kotze, J.J.;

       Kotze, Elsabe marries Colyn, Johannes;

1776:  transfered to Colyn, J.N.;

1793:  approximate date when the front gable was added;

1799:  sold to Colyn, L.J.;

1815:  slave bell built;

1825:  drawing showing the homestead with 3 gables on the front facade and 1 in middle of a side wing (only central gable in front facade now remains);

1840:  inherited by Colyn, J.N. and subdivision "Nova Constantia" by other brother Colyn, L.J.;

1881:  sold to Malan, D.G.;

1942:  sold to Hirshfield, S.

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead;

*      the front facade now has hipped corners;

*      the end gables of the back wing are of an unusual pedimented type;

*      the cellar dates from at least 1825 (visible in drawing);

*      the agterkamer has a flat roof (probably pre 1820);

*      it has one of the few genuinely old sugar-stick chimneys;

*      there is a mid-19th century house close to homestead;

*      There is a fine bell-tower next to the house.

HOPE OF CONSTANTIA

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
6602


MOUNT PROSPECT

off Pagasvlei Road

Constantia
2641
This is the sole surviving Victorian Manor House with farm outbuildings in the valley.

KLEIN CONSTANTIA Complex

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
1121
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha as a National Monument in 1991

History:

1790s: possible date of homestead;

1820s: deduction from original farm Constantia; 

1823:  sold to Cloete, J.G.;

       later sold to Brunt, A.W.;

       later sold to Hutchinson, J.;

1870:  sold to Cloete, D.G.;

1873:  sold to Brading, W.;

1890:  sold to Van Der Byl, W.A.;

1909:  sold to Hobbs, E.A.;

1913:  sold to De Villiers; a new wing was added to the homestead;

       later inherited by De Villiers, J. (nephew);

1963:  sold to Austin, I.;

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead with later additions at right angles to the left hand side wing;

*      has original front door of Paarl Parsonage in one of the back wings;

*      it has a splayed forecourt with a wine-cellar on the one side and a low wall on the other;

*      the garden walls, steps and sunken lawn are of fairly recent date; 

*      the front door has a drop-fanlight; 

*      the gable belongs to the Constantia group which includes the gables of Nova Constantia, Bergvliet, the back gables of Buitenverwachting and De Hoop Op Constantia.

Sheikh Matebe's Karamat at KLEIN CONSTANTIA

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
2997


NOVA CONSTANTIA

Nova Constantia Road

Constantia
5179
History:

1793:  sold to Brink, C. by his brother-in-law Eksteen, J. (subdivision of farm Bergvliet);

1793:  possible date of homestead 

1794:  portion of land (which became known as "Buitenverwachting") was sold to Brink, A.;

1801:  sold to Carinus, H.C.;

1805:  transfered to Colyn, L.J.;

1808:  homestead completed (it is thought that Thibault was involved in the design);

1830's:considerable alterations were made to the homestead which probably accompanyied the rethatching;

1836:  inherited by Colyn, L.J. jnr.;

1859:  sold to Louw, J.W.;

1900:  sold to Lategan, A.;

1931:  inherited by Robert and Kitto Lategan; the estate was divided in half (the portion including homestead went to Kitto);

1972:  sold to Tupperware; 

       restored by Dirk Visser.

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead;

*      the windows are original full width double sliding sashes;

*      the homestead may have been built on the foundations of a previous building (the remains of a whitewashed wall under old dining room has been found);

*      the door has a fanlight which contains a circle  within a rectangle;

*      the cellar is an old building but its gable is a later addition;

*      proclaimed a National Monument in 1973, it is a Provincial Heritage Site.

BUITENVERWACHTING Homestead

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
8557
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 as a National Monument

History:

1794:  transferred to Brink, A. (as portion of farm "Nova Constantia") who probably gave the place its name;

1796:  it is thought that the U-shaped homestead was completed at this date but the gable date is shown as 1769;

1797:  sold to Cloete, R.A.M.;

           owned by Cloete, P.L. (nephew) who changed the name to "Plumstead";

1827:  sold to son;

1832:  sold to Cloete, J.G. (brother);

1852:  sold to De Smidt, A.;

1853:  sold to Brunt, J.W.;

1866:  sold to Louw, J.W.;

1882:  inherited by Lategan, S.P.;

           later inherited by Lategan, D.;

           later inherited by Louw, O.

Notes:

*      Named Cis-Constantia by the Cloetes;

*      U-shaped homestead with back wings spaced wide apart;

*      woodwork in facade is later than 1796;

*      a few 1796 windows survive in the back wing;

*      front gable cannot be placed as early as 1796; split pediment points to a later date;

*      side and end gables are of a type peculiar to the peninsula (similar to the one found at De Hoop Op Constantia);

*      two wings and scroll below the gable are quite recent additions;

*      it has a cellar with cross-vaulting in plastered bricks under the right front corner of the house accessed from a small room projecting at the side of the house;

*      the small building on the right hand side of yard behind the house was possibly either slaves' quarters or a dovecot, although it does not have the customary sidecourts of dovecots; it has a gable several feet wider than the width of the building.

"Dovecot" at BUITENVERWACHTING

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
8557
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 as a National Monument.



Old Cellar at BUITENVERWACHTING

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
8557
Proposed by Todeschini and Japha in 1991 for inclusion in the National Register.



CONSTANTIA UITSIG Homestead

off Nova Constantia Road

Constantia
9795


Cellar at UITSIG

off Nova Constantia Road

Constantia
9795
Notes:

*      Portion of original farm "Buitenverwachting";

*      owned by: Louw, J.W.;

          Lategan (first of 5 generations at "Uitsig");

*      Constantia View became known as "Uitsig" from 1940;

*      the first homestead built in 1834 at "Constantia View";

*      avenue of flowering gums leading to homestead is still in existence;

*      "Uitsig" gates are relatively recent;

*      the main house is predominantly 1920's stylistically;

*      the house on "Bo-Uitsig" is 1930's and is now on "Buitenverwachting " land.

*      some pre 1915 outbuildings and parts of the werf walls still exist;

*      of particular interest is an outdoor walled space in the garden which contains early wall tiles.

Area 3: The Southern Valley Farmland Area (4 erven):
9794, 10829, 11071, 11072


This is only a portion of the area proposed by Todeschini and Japha as an area to be protected in the prior mentioned study. This inventory proposes this adjustment because parts of the Steenberg historic farmlands have been converted in the meantime to a residential golf-course development. 

Remnant of STEENBERG

off Tokai Road

Tokai
10829
Original name:  "Swaaneweide";

Original owner:  Catharina Ustings (Ras, Michelse);

History:

1682:  homestead built;

1688:  legal title deed - "Zwaanswyk" granted to Ustings;

1695:  sold to Russouw, Frederic; 

1711:  portion Harmanskraal or Baasharmanskraal granted to Oortmans, N. - sold to Russouw, F. - added to original farm;

1717:  Raapekraal granted to Russouw, F. - added to original farm;

1740:  present house built;

1765:  "Swaanswyk" relinquished to Russouw, Nicolas;

1802:  sold to Russouw, Daniel - alterations done including second rethatching;

1842:  sold to Louw, Jan, Adriaan and Olthoff, Frederik Anthon;

       Late 1800's:  probable date of building of jonkershuis;

1937:  house built by Frederik Russouw demolished and new outbuilding erected on its site;

1976:  inherited by: Louw, Andrew, Jean and Nicolette.

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead;

*      the front holbol gable is without surface decorations - dated on style to be from c.1765; it is the only holbol gable surviving in the peninsula;

*      the T-shaped wine cellar behind the jonkershuis is probably older than 50 years but not as old as the turn of the century;

*      the bell tower is a modern construction;

*      the homestead was a declared National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site

*      the Steenberg Farmstead was declared a National Monument in 1983 and is currently a Provincial Heritage

        Site

*      Much of Steenberg farmland has been converted to a ‘golf estate’ since 1991.

Remnants of the OUKAAPSEWEG

 (on STEENBERG Farm) off Tokai Road

Tokai
10829, 12946, 4665
Proposed as a National Monument by Todeschini and Japha in 1991.

Cemetery at STEENBERG

off Tokai Road

Tokai
10829
Proposed as a National Monument by Todeschini and Japha in 1991.

See Steenberg.

GRADE 2: Existing Provincial Heritage Sites 



RESOURCE AND ADDRESS
ERF NUMBER
NOTES

TOKAI Arboretum

off Tokai Road

Tokai
1465
The Arboretum was a National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site.

TOKAI MANOR HOUSE
3346
History:

1700:  part of a grant to S. van der Stel by Wouten Valkenier;

1792:  land granted to Rauch, J.A.;

1792:  sold to Teubes, A.G.H.; Thibault was employed to work on the homestead;

1796:  homestead completed;

1797   or 

1799:  sold to Herwig, J.F.;

1798:  sold to Loos, J.C.;

1802:  sold to Eksteen, P.M.;

1849   or 

1851:  sold to Eksteen, S.V.;

1883:  acquired by colonial government;

1883:  the house was used to house the asylum which was later moved to Valkenberg;

1885:  occupied by Lister, J.S.;

1888:  the farm became a reformatory;

1890:  Porter Reformatory building was designed by Herbert Baker;

1923:  Porter School Hostel was built using Table Mountain sandstone;

1967:  the School House was built by the boys of the school;

1984:  the stone church was declared a National Monument.

Notes:

*      Plan is a combination of H and U-shaped plans

*      the facade of the homestead is particularly interesting;

*      the gable is regarded as one of the earliest "square pedimented" gables (these became fashionable after 1840);

*      the front door has a drop fanlight, fluted pilasters and a classical architrave;

*      the bell tower is of similar design to the homestead's gable;

*      between 1884 and 1905 exotic trees were planted, which now form the core of the Tokai Arboretum which was declared a National Monument in 1984 and is now a Provincial Heritage Site..

*      The Tokai Manor House was a National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site.

Outbuildings at TOKAI MANOR HOUSE

Tokai Road

Tokai
3346
These should be included in the definition of the Provincial Heritage Site.

GOEDGELOOF

Avenue Provence

Constantia
2931


(Next to Bel Ombre). Declared a National Monument in 1987 and now a Provincial Heritage Site. 

BERGVLIET

Homestead Avenue

Bergvliet
937
History:

1714:  sold as a subdivision of the original farm "Constantia" to Pieter De Meijer and sold immediately to Brommert, J.; the next owner was Diemer,E.;

1761:  sold to Rohland, J.;

1764:  sold to Schott, N.;

1769:  sold to Eksteen, P.M. - the gabled homestead was added to existing buildings;

1783:  sold to Eksteen, H.O.;

1800:  approximate date of first rethatching when a gable was probably added;

1812:  sold to Eksteen, H.O. (jnr); 

       sold to Eksteen, J.P.;

1840   approximate date of second rethatching - homestead drastically altered; the gable dates back to this period as do the front door and the windows;

1841:  portion "Firgrove" sold;

1863:  whole farm sold to Hertzog, W.F.;

1902:  "left to" Hiddingh, M.(in a fake will);

1904:  inherited jointly by Purcell and Jeffcoat;

1919:  subdivided into "Bergvliet" homestead plus half the farm (Jeffcoat) and "Kreupelbosch" cottage plus remaining half of land (Purcell);

       next owner: Sayles;

1962:  sold to Newman, J.

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead with no voorkamer and no half width windows on either side of the door (it is not known whether this was the original arrangement);

*      facade woodwork dates from period of the second rethatching;

*      the front door has an interesting fanlight;

*      there are additions on the left hand side of building;

*      the outbuilding has a straight gable and a corrugated iron roof;

*      on the right hand side of homestead is a mid-19th century double-storey cellar with slate roof; the front door is not centrally positionned; the arched windows and door have face brick surrounds;

*      the entire complex has an enclosed werf with a       slave bell, slaves' quarters, and a gabled jonkershuis;

*      some alterations were made to the house after a fire;

*      windows and shutters are from the 19th century.

*      glazing bars above back door are early;

*      Bergvliet was a National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site.

Church at Porter School

Spaanschemat River Road


Constantia
3346



The church was a National Monument and is now a Provincial Heritage Site.

TIMOUR HALL

Timour Hall Road

Constantia
1591


History:

1784:  property granted to Lochner, J.G.;

1796:  first British map clearly identifies the farm "Diep Rivier" (also known as Lochner farm) as being the site of Timour Hall;

1804:  Lochner's titles to his lands confirmed by the British Government;

1878:  sold to Smith, A. and the present name was given;

       owned up to 1966 by Pfeiffer, M.;

1966:  sold to the provincial administration.

Notes:

*      The homestead is Victorian in appearance but almost certainly incorporates a late-18th century building;

*      it has a Cape Dutch revival gable surmounting a portico which covers part of the elevated stoep;

*      the annex to the manor house was added much later and used as a ballroom;

*      now used as a SAP Guest House;

*      previously declared a National Monument Timour Hall is now a Provincial Heritage Site..

Van Riebeeck's almond hedge

Klaassens Road

Bishopscourt
85
Previously a National Monument, this is now a Provincial Heritage Site.

GRADE 2: Proposed Provincial Heritage Sites



RESOURCE AND ADDRESS
ERF NUMBER
COMMENTS

BEL OMBRE

Rathfelder Avenue

Constantia

Also known as GOEDGELOOF
2932


History:

1728:  granted to Beck, J.Z. house called "Varietas";

1744:  sold to Van Reenen, J. house known as "Goedgeloof";

1775:  sold to Becker, J.A.;

1870:  sold to Hutchinson, J. homestead renamed "Bel Ombre", smaller building called "Sweet Home"

1872:  sold to Rathfelder, J.;

1902:  bequeathed to Rathfelder, O. (son).

Notes:

*      Main homestead is irregular and Victorian in appearance but incorporates an older house;

*      a watercolour (c.1880) shows the homestead to be U-shaped and with nearly straight end gables;

*      the jonkershuis (present day "Goedgeloof") dates from 1800 or before; the original casements were replaced with french windows and the thatch roof with slate;

*      the stables (now demolished) were L-shaped; this building gave the former werf a rectangular shape;

*      Bel Ombre was proposed by the NMC as a National Monument in 1987 but the owner/s did not provide

        consent.

*     The 1191 Todeschini and Japha report erroneously noted Bel Ombre as a then National Monument.

*      It should certainly be at Provincial Heritage Site at the least.

Malay Cemetery

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
2470, 2479 & 2492 
In 1991 Todeschini and Japha proposed this as a National Monument.



ISLAM HILL KRAMAT

Summit Road

Constantia
2610


This is the second-oldest site of great significance to the Muslim community at the Cape.

Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

*      Designed by Kendall. 

MORNINGSIDE

Forest Avenue

Tokai
*******

Erf number to be determined by CoCT due to recent subdivision


In 1991 Todeschini and Japha proposed this as a National Monument.

History:

Portion of original farm "Pollsmoor", owned by Chiappini;

1903:  sold to Burton, Henry; 

1903:  house built; it was designed by Herbert Baker;

1927:  it was restored after a fire by the architect Forsyth;

1948:  sold to Hoult;

1954:  sold to Pickering who changed the name to "Morningside";

1954:  Pickering restored and rethatched the house;

1965:  sold to Francis, J.;

1982:  sold to Kebble who made some alterations;

Notes:

· A grave associated with the house lies outside the boundary of the house;

· Recent subdivisions of the property have taken place.

Parish Road Cemetery

Parish road

Constantia
1410


In 1991 Todeschini and Japha proposed this as a National Monument.



RUST EN VREDE

Rust-En-Vrede Avenue

Constantia
1433


In 1991 Todeschini and Japha proposed this as a National Monument.

History:

1811:  the farm was made up of a deduction from Alphen or Witteboomen; the homestead probably dates from shortly after that date;

1817:  granted to Wienand, B.;

1818:  sold to Van Vollenhoven, H.;

1821:  sold to Mellet, J.J.;

1824:  transfered to Russouw, D.A.;

1865:  sold to Van Reenen, C.G. and given its present name;

1907:  sold to De Kock, J.A.;

1925:  sold to Cooper, H.J.;

       sold to Preston, J. & K.;

       sold to Baikoff, D. & J.

Notes:

*      E-shaped farmhouse (the only known survivor of this type of plan) with thatch roof;

*      half-hipped on ends of E;

*      the two narrow courtyards separating the back wings have now been roofed over;

*      the legs are one room deep only; one leg has been extended and roofed with corrugated iron;

*      the rooms are just 4 metres deep which makes the scale smaller and more intimate than the earlier houses;

*      the windows are of the recessed double-sliding type;

*      an original window with 4 x 3 sashes without horns still exists;

*      the house formerly had an ogee corrugated iron verandah roof which has now been removed;

*      a building on property alongside was the stables but now it is significantly altered;

*      few old oak trees remain around the homestead. 

SCHOENSTATT ("High Constantia")

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
2764


In 1991 Todeschini and Japha proposed this as a National Monument.

History:

originally (from the late 17th century) it was a Company's post adjoining Witteboomen, and later was used as headquarters for the British Military;

1806:  transfered to Duckitt, W. (together with Baasharmanskraal in exchange for "Newlands");

1813:  sold to Van Reenen, J.;

1821:  sold largest portion to Van Reenen, S.V. jnr. (house called "Sebastiaan's Hooge Constantia" and known as "High Constantia")

1843:  portion sold to Van Reenen, S.V.;

1860:  sold to Cloete Van Reenen, R.;

1886:  sold to Steytler, Bolus, Findlay;

1889:  sold to Fullinger, D.J.;

1902:  sold to Bertram, R.F. and a two-storey Edwardian mansion was built in place of the old homestead which crumbled during attempted alterations;

1949:  sold to Tevis, H. and used as a hotel;

1951:  sold to Sir Henry Price;

1955:  given to the Institute of International Affairs;

1955:  sold by auction to Duncan Taylor, W.;

1957:  sold to the Schoenstatt Sisters Of Mary.

Notes:

*      Near the main house there is a rectangular thatched building which may have been the jonkershuis or the company's post-holder's house; this building has early flush window frames, paired fluted pilasters and ad centre facade which is set forward - all not typical of an outbuilding; it also has narrowly spaced beams, no internal walls, an old arched entrance under long original lintel - all of which are usually found on outbuildings.

WITTEBOOMEN Homestead

off Pear Lane

Constantia
895


History:

originally a small farm and homestead owned by Visser, C.;

1697:  Symonsz, L. (son-in-law) is granted adjoining land; 

1697:  Van Der Stel, S. buys out Simonsz ("Witteboomen becomes part of the farm "Constantia"); 

1714:  sold to Stoots, J.G.;

1724:  sold to Van Helsdingen, J.H.;

1778:  inherited by Van Helsdingen, J,G.;

1800:  wife enlarges and runs property;

1824:  sold to Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn, W.F.;

1833:  sold to Dreyer, J.A.;

    :  sold to Brunt, J.W.;

    :  sold to Crozier Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn, W.;

    :  sold to De Kock, D.J.;

1875:  sold to Van Der Byl, W.A.;

    :  the homestead was ravaged by fire and was altered.

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead;

*      after the fire the homestead was renovated and one of its wings was given a second storey and all the woodwork was replaced;

*      the house is difficult to date but the thickness of the walls and what is still visible of the original ground floor plan suggest that it is not later than 1824;

*      the house may have been built by the elder Van Helsdingen, possibly even by Stoots;

*      present front facade was originally one of the side wings.

GRADE 3 SITES: THE GREEN-BELTS AND RIVERINE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

3A Grading

RESOURCE AND ADDRESS
ERF NUMBER
COMMENTS

The core of the significant parkland and Green-Belts that are an integral part of the cultural landscape of the Constantia-Tokai Valley

The major parkland is Alphen Park and the associated sports complex, appearing immediately below. The Green-Belts are grouped in 9 areas, also reflected below.

Alphen Park and Sports Grounds
459, 442


Area 1: The Klaasenbosch-Diep Rivers Green-Belt and associated trails
82, 81, 78, 79, 80, 433, 435, 434, 488, 484, 498, 374, 373, 246, 214, 132, 188, 202, 6605, 555, 804, 805, 806, 807, 2966, 2965, 2950, and portions of: 123, 5903, 5904 (Split Zoning & Servitude 1989)


Area 2: The Bel Hombre-Brommersvlei River Green-Belt and associated trails


2933, 2914, 729, 668, 664, 2880, 2879, 5937


Area 3: The’De Hel’-Spaanschemat River Green-Belt and associated trails


846, 843, 847, 855, 845, 858, 857, 11523, 872, 905, 906, 899, 6015, 10240, 10251, 2212, 2410, 2286, 2274, 2267, 2343, 2342, 2303, 2462, 8705, 2464, 13151, 2535, 2554, 2561, 2567, 2587, 6615, 2354, 1118, and portions of 898, 902, 903, 904, 2133, 12369, 2304, 2344, 2467 (Split Zoning)


Area 4: The Pagasvlei Wetland and Stream Green-Belt and associated trails
2672, 9125, 9136, 3143, 10947, and portion of 3029 (Split Zoning, approved & to be registered)


Area 5: The Grootboskloof River Green-Belt and associated trails
5844, 11359, 2732, 9507, 8759, 3182, 3158, 3154, 3156, 3155, 3325, 3324, and portion of  2740 (Split Zoning)


Area 6: The Keysers River Green-Belt and associated trails (West of Van der Stel Freeway)
3380, 6851


Area 7: The Prinsekasteel River Wetlands, Green-Belt and associated trails 
3362 and portions of 3345, 3346, 3355 and 3368 (Split Zoning)


Area 8: The Prinsesskasteel River Wetlands, Green-Belt and associated trails 
6229, 6230, 3682, 3591, 8138, 3581, 3582, 3389, 3403, 3404, 3405, 12399, 3399, 3390


Area 9: The Westlake Wetlands and stream environments (West of Van der Stel Freeway)
919-1, 12334, 12333, 12332, 11557, 12737, 10905


GRADE 3: OTHER SITES AND BUILDINGS ASSESSED AS OF 3A or 3B Grading



DREYERSDAL

Dreyersdal Farm Road

Dreyersdal
1133-0
In 1991 Todeschini and Japha proposed this as a National Monument.

History:

1804:  granted to Duckitt, W. (formerly the upper part of the company's post called Baasharmanskraal);

1807:  land sold to Scholtz (widow of Eksteen,.H.O., the owner of Bergvliet);

1812:  transfered, along with Bergvliet, to Eksteen, H.O. (son);

1831:  sold to Dreyer, T.F. (of Alphen);

1835:  date of house (probably Dreyer's work);

1837:  sold to Munnik, J.A. (brother in law);

       sold to Louw;

1920:  second house was built resembling the old house but made of cement blocks; it was built on Roelof Louw's portion (younger of the two who inherited and subdivided the farm).

Notes:

*      The house consists of two parallel long rectangles, each with its own thatch roof, separated by a flat roof passage;

*      the two gables flanking the front entrance are very elaborate and have pronounced pediments;

*      the two back ends are half-hipped.

THE CELLARS

Sillery Road

Constantia
2304




CHRISTCHURCH

Parish Road

Constantia
6742


Notes:

*      portion of "Silverhurst" farm situated at the intersection of Constantia Main Road and Parish Road;

*      land donated by I. Van Reenen;

*      oldest existing church in Constantia (the earlier mission church at the "High Constantia" gates were demolished in the 1950's);

*      designed by Herbert Baker, his second church in South Africa.



SILLERY

Sillery Road

Constantia
2305


Notes:

*      This property is made of deductions from several adjoining farms;

*      the original farmhouse "Old Sillery" has an elongated rectangular plan which most probably predates 1837;

*      it has a thatch roof hipped at both ends and has a tiny dormer window in the centre;

*      the outer woodwork seems mid-19th century;

*      its cellar ("The Cellars")is also an elongated rectangle in plan; it has a square and pedimented gable dating perhaps from c.1840;

PORTER SCHOOL Complex

off Tokai Road

Tokai
3346




SADIEN MOSQUE

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
2277


1913:  Sadien Mosque - Constantia Main Road (next to Sillery farm stall).



TOKAI SCHOOL

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
3025


(converted to restaurant, etc. in recent years)

VITA NOVA

Perth Road

Tokai
4483


History:

Portion of Pollsmoor; owned by Malan;

c.1900:sold to Chiappini;

1903:  portion renamed "Voorspoed" and sold to Burton;

1939:  sold to Marathos;

1942:  portion with homestead sold to Bothwell, G.;

1942:  portion later named Annaty Bank sold to Bothwell, L.;

1947:  sold to Watson;

1966:  subdivided for housing.

WITTEBOOMEN Outbuildings

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
896




NAHOON COTTAGE

Pinehurst Road

Constantia
1250
There are remnants of building which are pre-1915

AIRLIE COTTAGE

Willow Road

Constantia
3077


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



BARBAROSSA

Corsair Crescent

Constantia
2113


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

History:

1902:  owned by Schickerling;

1908:  homestead built;

       sold to Lategan, F. (rented 3 acres including homestead to Skeeles);

1948:  homestead altered and restored, cottage, stables and garage added;

       sold to Norton, S;

1964:  sold to Creative Homes;

1964:  sold to Van Niekerk;

1964+: workshop renovated and converted to cottage named Camelot;

BLOEKOMLAAN Cottages and Barns

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
3346


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage at CHART FARM

off Klaassens Road

Constantia
302


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



CHRISTCHURCH Rectory

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
6742


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



CONSTANTIA BOYS REFORMATORY (Building Complex)

Firgrove Way

Constantia
3346


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



CONSTANTIA VALE Cellar

Augusta Way

Constantia
2149


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



CONSTANTIA VALE Homestead

Augusta Way

Constantia
2150


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage

Doordrift Road

Constantia
9545


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



FIR GROVE Cellar

Dennebosch Close

Constantia
9908


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



FIR GROVE Homestead

Dennebosch Close

Constantia
9917


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



FIR GROVE Outbuilding

Dennebosch Close

Constantia
9915


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage

Firgrove Way

Constantia
6461


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage

Firgrove Way

Constantia
6462


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



3 Labourers Cottages

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
2133


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



HOHENORT Homestead

Brommersvlei Road

Constantia
40


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

Formerly "Klaasenbosch"

History:

1693:  land granted to Ten Damme, H.;

1707:  inherited by Ten Damme, W. (son);

1753:  sold by auction to De Wit, P.;

1782:  sold (owner unclear);

1803:  sold to Hitzeroth, H.;

1809:  sold to Versfeld, W.F.;

1829:  taken over by Versfeld, J.W.J. (son);

       at the end of the 19th century it was sold to his sons;

1906:  portion including old homestead sold to Spilhaus and the 17th century thatched homestead was demolished; the property was renamed   "Hohenort";

1907:  a new house (now the Hohenort hotel) was built on the site of the old homestead; it was designed by the architect Seeliger.

Notes:

*      Old water mill exists on property;

*      the cellar and the house were sold separately when the Hohenort became a hotel;

*      a portion of the farm including another homestead and cellar was subdivided and sold; it is now known as "Lower Klaasenbosch" and "Klaasenbosch Winery".

HOHENORT Outbuildings

Brommersvlei Road

Constantia
40


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



HOHENORT Cellar

Hohenort Avenue

Constantia
39


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



KLAASENBOSCH WINERY

Brommersvlei Road

Constantia
213


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



KLEIN STEENBERG (Poultry Farm)

off Steenberg Road

Tokai
4666


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



LES MARAIS

Susanne Road

Constantia
8906


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



LOWER KLAASENBOSCH

Le Sueur Avenue

Constantia
241


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



MASSIES MONIER ("Mosque Of Light")

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
2493


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

1901:  Massies Monier Mosque - Spaanschemat River Road.



OUDE RAAPKRAAL

off Steenberg Road

Tokai
5895


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

History:

1821:  quitrent to Mocke,J.G.

1823:  transfered to Serrurier,J.F.

Notes:

*      U-shaped homestead;

*      existing house probably was the original homestead but difficult to date as few old features survive;

*      some sash windows may date from Serrurier's time;

*      original gables have been clipped;

*      the old kraal referred to in the name of the farm was a large stone kraal which was unfortunately demolished by the CPA in recent years;

*      19th century outbuildings still remain.

Barn

Sillery Avenue

Constantia
2274


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Outbuilding

Brounger Road

Constantia
2366


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



SILVERHURST

off Constantia Main Road

Constantia
10251


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

History:

original name:"Franke's gift" or "Frankengift";

1716:  bought by Franke, J. (the smaller half of the original farm Witteboomen);

1752:  inherited by his three unmarried children;

       the house was probably built by one of the Franke brothers during the second half of the 18th century;

1811:  passed to Van Reenen, J. of "High Constantia";

       "Frankengift" transfered by his widow to their son J.G. Franke Van Reenen;

1812:  sold to Storer, J.M.;

1815:  sold to Van Druten, P.W. and renamed "New Constantia";

1824:  sold to Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn, J.J. (along with Nova Constantia);

1833:  sold to Dunbar, J.C.A.;

1835:  sold to Blankenberg, C.G. and changes were made to the facade and gable;

1857:  sold to Gotobed, J.V.;

1872:  sold to Gilmour, W.G. and renamed "Silverhurst";

       inherited by Gilmour, H.G. (son);

       inherited by Garcia Gilmour, A.W. (step son);

       inherited by Gilmour, C.J. (son).

Notes:

*      H-shaped house with a gable, unusual in that it has square spirals instead of scrolls;

*      slave bell dating back to 1815;

*      it has a pre-Victorian wine cellar.

SONNENHOF 

off Homestead Avenue

Bergvliet

Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



House

Steenberg Main Road

Steenberg
4732


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



House

corner of Main and Raapkraaal Roads

Steenberg
4710


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage/Shop

Steenberg Main Road

Steenberg
Erf -75 (query)


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



SWEET VALLEY

Soetvlei Avenue

Constantia
3357


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



WALLOON

Walloon Close

Constantia
69


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

Notes:

Portion of original farm "Schilpadvlei";

1837:  owned by Cloete;

       Brink owned portion including the Vlei, later named "Walloon"; 

       (Schilpadvlei was a consolidation of two grants; Versveld in 1837 and Haupt in 1869);

1920s: sold to Scuddingh;

       portion later named "Sunrise";

1950: 50 acre portion sold to Malherbe;

       20 acre portion named "Corbelly" sold to Blake;

1963: property of Malherbe's son and the homestead was renovated;

1986:  subdivided for housing estate.

WELGESIEN COTTAGE

36, Bluegum Lane

Tokai
9603


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



WITHYCOOMBE

Schilpadvlei Road

Constantia
7477


Building of historic interest, pre-1915 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



AIRLIE Homestead

Willow Road

Constantia
3078


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



BALMORAL Homestead

Croft Road

Constantia
2356


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



CONSTANTIA GIRLS' SCHOOL

Soetvlei Avenue

Constantia
3331


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



DENNENDAL

Van Der Poll Road

Tokai
3603


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

History:

Portion of original farm Steenberg or Klein Bergvliet, acquired by Godlonton who built "Darracott" inspired by mansions in the American South; renovations removed the balcony and pillars mistakenly interpreting the building to have been "Regency style";

1934:  sold to Hull;

1934-

1963:  property of Buisman;

       house and 14 acres sold to Porzig;

1963:  cottage and adjoining land sold to Sohn (later Drumblair housing estate);

1969:  Porzig's portion (merged with adjoining land called "Dalmore") sold to Oak Trust;

1970:  Buisman's remaining land sold;

       Dennendael house sold to Morris.

Labourer's Cottage

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
825


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



GLENUGIE FARMHOUSE

Glenbrae Avenue

Tokai
8954


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)

Notes: 

*      Portion of "Pollsmoor";

*      owned by:Chiappini;

*      house dates from 1933.



HUIS-EN BOS

Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
2622


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



RIVERSIDE

Maryland Avenue

Tokai
3415


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



SOL-Y-SOMBRA (GARLICK HOUSE)

Trovato Road

Wynberg
312


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage at SWEET VALLEY

Soetvlei Avenue

Constantia
3359


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Cottage on TOKAI ROAD

Tokai Road

Tokai
3968


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



House

Neva Close

Constantia
3165


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



Old Gaol at Westlake

Westlake

Tokai
919


Building of historic interest, pre-1940 (so identified in Todeschini and Japha report of 1991)



GRADE 3: SITES AND BUILDINGS ASSESSED AS OF 3C Grading

(contributing to the character of the valley)



RESOURCE AND ADDRESS
ERF NUMBER
COMMENTS

Outbuildings at BALMORAL

Croft Road

Constantia
2356




Barn

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
2071




BELAIR

Belair Drive

Constantia
954


now CONSTANTIA HILL FARM

Notes:

*      Portion of original farm "Witteboomen";

*      owned by Van Der Byl, C.; Pare, H. and J.;

*      house built in 1921;

*      top-half portion of the farm including house sold was sold and renamed "Woodlands";

*      second house built on lower portion in 1944.

Café

Constantia Main Road

Constantia
2134




Outbuilding at CHART FARM

off Klaassens Road

Constantia
302




Cottage

Off Brommersvlei Road

Constantia
512




GREEN ORCHARD (Stone House)

off Brommersvlei Road

Constantia
6056




Outbuilding at HOPE OF CONSTANTIA

Off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
6602




HUSSEYS VLEI

off Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
1123




Outbuilding at MONTE VISTA

Willow Road

Constantia
7366




MORESTER

Pagasvlei Road

Constantia
2136


Notes:

*      Portion of original farm "Groot Constantia";

*      Constantia Police Station and Post Office (1910)

*      Hill, Gordon (1960's);

*      portion called "Pagasvlei" sold;

*      old homestead (koffieklip outer walls) rennovated in 1967. 

OLD CAPE FARM STALL

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
230




House on PORTER SCHOOL Grounds

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
3346




THE OLD SCHOOL

Strawberry Lane

Constantia
2543




THE SILO

Vineyard Avenue

Constantia
426




Old Cellar at TIMOUR HALL

Timour Hall Road

Constantia
1591




Labourer's cottage at SWAANSWYK

off Swaanswyk Road

Tokai
4645




7 Labourers' cottages at UITSIG

Spaanschemat River Road

Constantia
9795




Silo at WELGELEE

Spaanschemat River Road Constantia
9933




BUILDINGS OF RELATIVELY RECENT DATE THAT MAY BECOME OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST

RESOURCE AND ADDRESS
ERF NUMBER
COMMENTS

House Grobbelaar

Klein Constantia Road

Constantia
2699




House Pentz (Union Dairy)

off Steenberg Road

Tokai
4664




SERENITE

off Swaanswyk Road

Tokai
4627




SWAANSWYK HOUSE

off Swaanswyk Road 

Tokai
4645




5.
RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:

· a public meeting be held during March 2007 when the findings of this report are presented and discussed and interested and affected parties are invited to comment;

· the report be revised, if necessary, in the light of input from the public and interested and affected parties; 

· the inventory of tangible heritage resources, revised if necessary, contained in Section 4 of this report be adopted by the appropriate authorities: the City of Cape Town, Heritage Western Cape and the South African Heritage Resources Agency;

· if amendments to the inventory are found to be desirable as a consequence of further research and representations by property owners and interested and affected parties, the heritage agencies co-operate so as to speedily resolve the issues that may arise, so that the substance of the inventory may be appropriately related to development planning controls that should prevail in the Constantia-Tokai Valley and so that the Phase 2 work envisaged may be undertaken and brought to a timely conclusion;

· additional research be undertaken as soon as possible, in terms of a brief defined by the City of Cape Town, so that: further landscape elements of significance are included in the inventory of heritage resources; and the relevant recommended sites in the inventory are nominated in accordance with requirements for consideration by Heritage Western Cape as Provincial Heritage Sites;

· in due course, as part of the envisaged Phase 3 work, a Conservation Management Plan is prepared for the appropriate areas of the Constantia-Tokai Valley, so that those areas may be included in the broader Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape Grade 1 Heritage Site, which is a candidate World Heritage Site. 

Note that:

· The Council of the South African Heritage Resources Agency at its September 2006 meeting resolved that the historic farm areas of the valley be recognised as grade 1 (national) heritage resources; 

· the Constantia Property Owners’ Association, who has funded this report, has already requested Heritage Western Cape to manage applications relative to the historic farm areas of the valley, as reflected in the inventory of heritage resources in Section 4 of this report. 
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Regulation 43 Government Gazette no 6820. 8 No. 24893 30 May 2003, Notice No. 694


Grade I heritage resources are heritage resources with qualities so exceptional that they are of special national significance should be applied to any heritage resource which is 


a) 	Of outstanding significance in terms of one or more of the criteria set out in section 3(3) of the Act;


b) 	Authentic in terms of design, materials, workmanship or setting; and is of such universal value and symbolic importance that it can promote human understanding and contribute to nation building, and its loss would significantly diminish the national heritage.





Regulation 43 Government Gazette no 6820. 8 No. 24893 30 May 2003, 


Notice No. 694


Grade II heritage resources are those with special qualities which make them significant in the context of a province or region and should be applied to any heritage resource which -


a) 	is of great significance in terms of one or more of the criteria set out in section 3(3) of the Act; and


(b)	enriches the understanding of cultural, historical, social and scientific development in the province or region in which it is situated, but that does not fulfil the criteria for Grade 1 status.





Regulation 43 Government Gazette no 6820. 8 No. 24893 30 May 2003, 


Notice No. 694





Grade III heritage resources worthy of conservation should be applied to any heritage resource which


(a)	fulfils one or more of the criteria set out in section 3(3) of the Act ; or


(b) 	in the case of a site contributes to the environmental quality or cultural significance of a larger area which fulfils one of the above criteria, but that does not fulfill the criteria for Grade 2 status.








�.	With a gap of some 15 years or so, the current study follows a then relatively comprehensive conservation study of the valley undertaken by the consultants Todeschini and Japha, for the then Constantia-Tokai Local Council, as a component leading to a Growth Management and Development Plan prepared by the core planning team comprised of MLH (architects and planners), Barrie Gasson (town and regional planner), Fabio Todeschini (architect, city planner and urban designer) and Piet Louw (architect, city planner and urban designer), which was completed in 1992.


� , Heritage Western Cape (2005) “A Short Guide to Grading”, pp, 1-2. 


�. Ibid, pp 5-7. 


�. Ibid, pp. 9-12. 


�. With some editing, what is here reproduced is what the author wrote in 1991. Additional research on slavery has been conducted since and appears in Section 3.2.


�. The most useful of these are: Lewis-Williams, J. D., (1958) "The Development of Constantia", paper based on a B.A. (UCT) thesis, Journal for Geography, Vol.1, No.2, pp. 30-40; Burman, Jose (1979) Wine of Constantia, Human and Rousseau, Cape Town; Leipoldt, C. Louis (1952) 300 Years of Cape Wine, Stewart Publishers, Cape Town; material here reproduced is from articles by Mrs Hilary Mauve, who has undertaken extensive research on Constantia and Tokai over the years, which have appeared in publications such as the Constantiaberg Bulletin.  Much of this material is referred to under the section of this report dealing with notes on the architectural history. 


�. Todeschini, F., "The Development of the Physical Form of Cape Town; The Evolution and Development of Design Structure", unpublished research project manuscript. 


�. See, for example: Elphick, R., (1977), Kraal and Castle; Khoikhoi and the Founding of White South Africa, Yale University Press, New Haven.


�. Note that he did not name the farm after his absent wife, though a number of his contemporaries so recorded, since he only married once and his wife had a totally different name.  See Jose Burman on this.


�. Liepoldt, C. Louis, Op. Cit, p. 29.


�. Ibid, p.33.


�. Quoted in Burman, J., Op. Cit, p. 15.


�. Quoted in Lewis-Williams, J. D., Op. Cit.


�. Note that Mentzel records that berries were individually plucked from the stems before pressing: see (1787) A Geography and Topography of the Cape of Good Hope.


�. Note that the farmhouse then known as Klein Constantia was what we now refer to as Hope of Constantia (Hoop Op Constantia), built by van der Stel to house frequent visitors to Constantia, and situated very close to what we now refer to as the Groot Constantia homestead.  Note also that by 1720 a separate avenue connecting the old Klein Constantia homestead directly with a road to Hout Bay appears to have been in existence.


�. Note that Brommers Vlei - Southern Cross Drive is clearly noted as the old road to Hout Bay on Mitchell's Map, and therefore predated the Hout Bay Main Road.


�. Note that Liepold refers to this drawing as being dated 1714, whereas the Cape Archives and other sources have it dated as 1741 (see Liepoldt, Op. Cit., p.36).  The writer (FT) is of the view that Liepoldt is more likely to be correct, since D'Oyly's drawings of 1832 and 1834 clearly reflect a more evolved (and therefore later) farmstead complex than that shown by Van der Heydt.  Note also that some accounts from the 1780s refer to a fine avenue of chestnuts leading to Constantia.  See Jacques Henri Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, quoted in Jose Burman, Op. Cit, p.45.
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