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Subscription Payments and urgent Need to recruit new Members

Our Association’s past financial year has been a particularly difficult one characterized by unusually high demands on consultancy expenditure in regard to apposing residential development proposals on the Uitsig and Steenberg farms, preparing comment on the Council’s Spatial Development Plans and continuing work on finalizing the Inventory of Heritage Resources in the Tokai – Constantia Valley. Until now, we have been fortunate to be able to draw on our financial reserves and obtain assistance from the Constantia Valley Trust and other generous donors. Nevertheless, we need to build up a more healthy reserve so as to always be in a position to call upon expert professionals to help our Association in fighting worthy causes.  
Members are accordingly asked to pay their annual subscriptions promptly, and if able to donate any addition voluntary contributions to our reserves, this would be greatly appreciated.

A membership renewal form is provide herewith –on page 9- for the payment of your 2011/2012 subscriptions. 

Over the past years, our Association membership has become somewhat static and despite efforts to recruit new members, we have had only limited success. We ask all members to encourage their friends and neighbours to become members of our association. 

We are particularly keen to recruit the younger residents of Constantia and to encourage them to make themselves available to serve on our various portfolio committees.

Proposing Business Membership
An amendment to the association’s constitution will be proposed at our AGM next month to enable businesses that operate in Constantia and which support the objectives of the Constantia Property Owners’ Association, to become members of the association. 
This will include work-from-home businesses, guest houses and the like, as well as businesses located in local commercial areas. Any business that is interested in becoming a member in this category is asked to contact our manager.

We are keen to compile an inventory of Constantia businesses and residents who provide professional/technical/commercial services or products. Such an inventory can then be made available to all our members so that they may support the local business interests.
Steenberg Farm

The Owners of Steenberg Wine Estate intend closing down the hotel complex on the historic farm werf for “financial reasons”. The hotel is part of the historic werf which consists of seven separate structures, the oldest being the historic Steenberg homestead (dating back to 1682).   There is also an administration and spa building that was built in 1996. It is intended to convert six of the buildings into single residential houses to be sold for private use. The intention of the owners insofar as the historic homestead is concerned is to strip it of most of the 1992 extensions and to retain it as the headquarters of the Graham Beck Foundation.

As the property is located within an area designated as a Grade 1 site by the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA), application had to be made by the owners of Steenberg Farm to SAHRA. A Heritage Impact Assessment forms the core of this application.

This application was recently considered by the Built Environment and Cultural Landscape Permit Committee (Belcom) of SAHRA. Representations in regard to our association’s concerns were made to Belcom by one of our executive members together with a specialist consultant appointed by our association. 

Belcom decided not to support the subdivision and the intended rezoning of the site. Belcom found that the idea of separating the land and alienating a portion within a cultural landscape and, ultimately, conferring on it land-use rights commensurate with urban living, was questionable from a conservation perspective. 

The owners of Steenberg Farm submitted an appeal against Belcom’s decision and this appeal was heard recently by SAHRA’s Appeal Committee. Once again our association made written and verbal representations this time to the Appeals Committee. The Appeal Committee decided that the subdivision would result in a disintegration of the historic werf and that a significant portion of the werf would permanently be separated from the historic farm and which had historically formed the core of the working farm.  The SAHRA’s Appeals Committee further regarded as significant the fact that the 6 proposed residential units on the werf would have a permanent negative effect of its use and significance as a farm werf.

SAHRA’s Appeal Committee accordingly dismissed the appeal by the owners of Steenberg Farm.

This decision is applauded by your association and is considered to be of great significance for any future applications by owners of historic wine farms, not only in the Constantia Valley but also in the whole of the Cape Winelands area, who wish to introduce residential developments within the vineyard cultural landscapes.
City urges Consumers to save Water

The lower than usual rainfall this winter, especially in the catchment areas of major dams, has left the levels of the City of Cape Town’s water supply dams lower than the same period during previous years. 

To date, the City’s Water and Sanitation Department has implemented various projects to educate communities, schools, businesses and industry about water conservation. It has also implemented a host of pressure management systems on its water supply lines to reduce pipe bursts – which disrupt the water supply necessitating costly replacement of infrastructure and, more importantly, result in water losses. 

The City is calling on all its water consumers to reduce their water consumption and introduce water-saving measures in their households and businesses. At home, the three highest water-use areas are the garden, flushing of the toilet and bathing/showering. These areas therefore hold the greatest potential for saving water.

Here are some ways how you can save water: 

· Only water your garden before 10:00 or after 16:00 when there is less evaporation

· Check and repair all visible and detected leaks regularly

· Do not hose down hard or paved surfaces

· Install an automatic self-closing device for your hosepipe

· Install water-saving devices where possible

· Use a bucket when washing a vehicle

· Keep taps closed when not in use

· During wet weather, turn off automated sprinklers to avoid unnecessary watering of gardens when the rain has already done the work.

In business and industry it is important that water use is monitored and that appliances and designs of plumbing installations are aimed at saving water. Business processes should be fine-tuned when it comes to water consumption – it obviously also makes good business sense to use as little water as possible from an expense point of view.

Have your Say about Traffic calming Measures 

The City Council has approved a revised traffic calming policy that states that the safety of people (whether walking of cycling) in residential areas is paramount and takes precedence over vehicle mobility.

Pedestrians and accidents have always been considered in the assessments but are now weighted more heavily. Traffic volumes, the existence of sidewalks and/or driveways, parking, speed and public amenities also play a role in the decision to implement traffic calming measures. If the speed of 15% of vehicles is equal to or higher than the applicable speed limit or a speed appropriate to the environment as determined by a traffic engineer, then traffic calming measures will also be considered.

Vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, learners, the disabled, the elderly and cyclists are at greater risk in areas surrounding public amenities such as crèches, schools, libraries, clinics, sports stadiums, public transport interchanges, retirement homes, children’s homes, places of worship, shopping centers and places of entertainment.

Issues such as proximity to the above mentioned amenities and facilities; the history of vehicular accidents in the past two years; the history of excessive speeding; non-compliance of traffic regulations; and the area traffic management plan are determinants for the implementation of traffic calming measures.

There are various traffic calming measures available and the City does its best to minimise risk by using measures which are technically appropriate for a particular area. When an application is in its technical assessment stage, the Transport Department undertakes an investigation to determine the most suitable traffic calming measure for the area. This may include the installation of speed bumps, traffic circles, raised pedestrian crossings, or the erection of additional warning signage.
Residents may submit request for traffic calming measure to the Manager of the Protea Sub-council (Mr. Brian Ford) and the Alphen Centre. The request will then be subjected to an assessment by the Council’s Transport, Roads & Major Projects Directorate, in consultation with the Ward Councillor and a technical report will be submitted to the sub-council within 60 days for consideration.

Creation of the Parish Road Park

Letter of appeal from a local resident: “A group of Constantia moms have got together to create a lovely play-area for our young kids on the park on the corner of Parish Road and Southern Cross Drive. There are no play-parks in the area and it is saddening that, in such a beautiful suburb, there is nowhere for young children to gather, play and get to know each other. We hope that on weekends, parents and grandparents will have a lovely close-by destination for a walk with the kids, and during the week Constantia parents and nannies can meet-up for a picnic with toddlers and babies. 

We would really like to see a beautiful jungle gym, a rubberized bike track and some lovely tree-trunk sitting areas created under the shade of the trees. Tree planting; relaying of the laterite paths, post and rail perimeter fencing and a remote security transmitting system is to be provided. The fencing and the rubberized bike track are extremely costly and we need to fundraise in the region of R150 000. 

The proposal has been agreed to by the City Council and some funds have been made available by the Ward Councillor, but we need the neighbourhood to contribute funds in order to do a really good job. We will probably also be setting up a "Friends of the Park" committee, so please let us know if you would like to get involved. 

Please note that every care has been taken to ensure that nothing is made available on the park that would attract any unwanted elements. There will be no water points, benches that can be slept on or parts of the jungle gym that can provide shelter.  

We ask you all from the bottom of our hearts to please give generously to this localized project so that we can create something wonderful for our suburb's children. 

We hope you are as excited as we are with this project and look forward to hearing from you. 

Warm regards 

Eleni Ratheb (Mobile: 083 212 2412; E-mail: elenir@iafrica.com)”

Council revises its Cellular Telecommunication Policy
The existing Cellular Telecommunication Infrastructure Policy was approved by Council in 2002. The need for the revision of the existing Cellular Telecommunication Policy came about, firstly, due to the need to include all telecommunication infrastructure into the policy and not focus only on cellular technology and secondly, due to the need to update the provisions and guidelines on the possible impacts of this infrastructure, with special emphasis on risks of exposure to electromagnetic energy (EME). 
Issues addressed are 1) site selection and co-location; 2) visual impact, landscaping, public amenity and residential amenity; 3) impact on areas of environmental and heritage significance; 4) impact on existing services and utilities; 5) public health and safety. The two overriding concerns of the broader public are taken into account: firstly, potential visual impact and secondly, possible impact on human health and wellbeing due to exposure to EME emissions. 
The approach taken is to protect the visual character and amenity of Cape Town and protect the city’s environmental and heritage resources and to minimise the health risks (known/potential and perceived) associated with EME, in line with the City of Cape Town’s mandate. Regarding the former, Council encourages sensitive siting, design and co-location or sharing of TI. With regard to possible health risks the City takes guidance from the National Department of Health that adopted the public exposure guideline of the International Commission on Non-ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). Furthermore, due to the fact that research and debate on continuous long-term full body exposure of EME is still continuing, the effects of which have not yet been conclusively proved, the City is adopting a precautionary approach by the insertion of certain additional provisions and requirements.
The Policy aims to assist both planning practitioners and local government by providing a framework for the preparation and assessment of applications for TI within the context of the planning system of the City of Cape Town. This includes providing a uniform and comprehensive set of standards, assessment criteria, guidelines, requirements and conditions so as to have a uniform approach for decision-making across the city. 
The CPOA has responded to the Council’s invitation to comment on the draft document and the following points have been raised:
· The draft policy document does not seem to have taken into account the May 2011 findings and recommendations by the World Health Organisation. If this is the case, then we believe that this should be done and that the policy document should be revised accordingly and re-issued for public comment.

· In addition, the European Council’s recent warnings in regard to the dangers of certain high frequency radar, telecommunications and mobile telephone waves should be considered and be embraced by the Council’s policy.

· The Council’s draft policy guidelines seems to use the words “may” and “should” far to frequently and, in certain case needs to be changed to “shall” and “should”. This would give the document a greater amount of certainty and not be left to questionable interpretation. 

· It is understandable that there is a strong divergence of public interest between those persons wanting better cell phone and internet connections and those persons who believe that this need should not be sought at the possible expense of public health and safety. This conflict of opinion is particularly evident when the provision of telecommunication infrastructure (TI) is located in a residential area and/or in close proximity to schools or child care facilities. 
· It is our contention that all applications for the installation TI in residential areas should be subjected to a credible survey of those residents and/or owners of properties located within a 300m radius of the proposed site. In the event that less than 50% of such residents/owners are found not to be in favour of such installation, then such permission should be declined by the Council. This survey should be undertaken by the applicant as a routine requirement of the Council and submitted as part of the application documents. The Council should lay down conditions under which this survey is to be conducted in order to ensure its credibility.
· In the case of the provision of TI in close proximity to schools and the like, the policy should stipulate minimum safety distances from schools for a proposed TI site location. Such distance should relate to the expected radiation emission strength.
· The Council policy should insist on pre-installation estimated radiation which is then subjected to post-installation radiation measurements. If the radiation measurements do not then satisfy the policy requirements then the TI installation should be removed.
· The sharing of TI installations by the various service providers should be mandatory.

· When community based organisations, such as ratepayer bodies, are invited to comment on a proposed TI installation, the application circulated by the Council should be accompanied by a map indication existing TI installations in the area that could be shared or that might indicate an undesirable proliferation of such TI’s and a consequential increase in radiation emissions in the area concerned.
· It is our understanding that when additional devices are added to existing TI installations, the emission levels are increased. Radiation measurements are therefore important to be made in such cases.
The Constantia Gift Fair in Aid of SARDA
The Constantia Gift Fair – previously held as The Christmas Gift Fair – has handpicked unique and sought-after exhibitors for this year’s most anticipated festive shopping experience. Apart from this once-off shopping experience in the lush countryside of Constantia, the fair also offers recreational areas and activities for the entire family. While children are busy enjoying a magical toadstool forest or horse riding, organizer of the event Carryn Wiltshire invites all other visitors to linger, relax, and enjoy exotic al fresco lunches, sensational gourmet delights and local wines. 

Exhibitor numbers are expected to reach an impressive 200 this year. Brand names include Boudoir Collections, Sweet Temptations, Blue Sky Organics, Milk & Honey, Flick Glass, Philadelphia Pottery and Michelle Ludek Clothing – to list only a handful. The event’s inspiring and creative showcase ranges from exquisite fashion wear and stylish accessories to exclusive body essentials, exotic home and garden goodies, and fluffy and cuddly children’s gifts! Also on offer are up-market items of jewelry, home décor, delicious confectionaries, and exquisite plants, aromatic bouquets and posies, and tasteful ceramics in support of South Africa’s local entrepreneurs. 

All funds generated by the entrance fee to the fair will be donated to the South African Riding for the Disabled Association (SARDA), established 37 years ago by Belinda Sampson. SARDA – the hosts of this year’s fair – has branches throughout South Africa, offering a uniquely therapeutic and uplifting experience to hundreds of disabled people every week. 

Dates & Times: 19 to 21 October 2011: 09h00 – 18h00
                            22 & 23 October 2011: 09h00 – 16h00

Venue: SARDA, Brommersvlei Road, Constantia.  Dress: Stylish.   Entrance Fee: R20.00.
Contact: Carryn Wiltshire or Hayley Muller. Email: carryn@thechristmasgiftfair.co.za
Tel: 083 679 4495. Fax: 021 – 794 3314
Maintenance of Constantia’s Green Belts
As reported in our June newsletter, meetings have been held between your association, the Friends of the Constantia Valley Green Belts and officials of the Council’s Parks Department with a view to improving the maintenance of Constantia’s green belts. An inspection meeting was recently held by the role payers and the parks manager agreed to carry out a major spring clean up of the green belts, with the first being the Alphen/Diep River trails. This has made a terrific improvement and we are most grateful to the Parks Department.
At a follow-up meeting three important issues emerged, which are:

· A number of role players work independently on the maintenance work of the green belts. These role players include the Council’s Parks, Roads and Stormwater and Law Enforcement; Alien Rapid Response (ARR) departments; the Friends of the Tokai-Constantia Green Belt Group.
· Funding is made available through various sources, such as Council department’s maintenance or capital budgets; funds from the ward councillors’ allocations; sub-council grants-in-aid; funds raised by FOCVG, including Lotto Funding via WESSA grants; and donations from other organization, such as VOB Running Club.

· The expenditure of these funds on green belt projects and maintenance work are not always planned and coordinated to achieve the best results. In addition the priorities of this work are not necessarily agreed by all role players.
As a result of the above, an annual integrated joint maintenance plan is being compiled to coordinate the maintenance work to be performed by all role players, as well as the funding contributions to be made. This team work augurs well for the future.
Illegal dumping of Garden Refuse
The Parks officials have drawn our attention to the practice of some residents of dumping their garden refuse in the green belts. The Council’s law enforcement officers will in future be asked to trace the source of such dumping and to act against the responsible parties.

Heritage Site Status awarded to De Hel
De Hel is a riverine valley abutting Table Mountain below and east of Constantia Neck in Constantia, comprising 21.3 hectares, and forms part of one of the trails of the Constantia Valley greenbelt system. The upper reaches of the Spaanschemat River and tributary run through the nature area. The site was the original farm known as Wittenboomen and was part of the Dutch East India Company (VOC) woodcutters’ post.

Approximately 70% of the area consists of woodland and the valley’s steep slopes are densely covered with trees and indigenous growth which reaches the riverbed. At the bottom of the valley, a flat piece of ground, known as the “Meadow” has been cultivated in the past and fruit trees and garden plants survive in sheltered pockets. The Meadow is at present largely inaccessible because of the dense growth of vegetation.

On the 3rd August 2011 the Council of Heritage Western Cape approved the “De Hel Conservation Management Framework” and further resolved to declare De Hel as a Provincial Heritage Site.

Our association, in partnership with the Friends of the Constantia Valley Greenbelts, and with the support of the City Council, which is the property owner of De Hel, has made application to the National Heritage Council for heritage project funding.

This application for funding includes the following items:

· To promote De Hel as a public amenity and to communicate and provide interpretation for visitors on the significance of its environmental, historical and cultural importance. In this regard, to offer “outdoor classrooms” to school learners and students, and to provide informational signboards, brochures, guided tours and media articles etc.

· To undertake preliminary archaeological investigation.

· To provide and rehabilitate primary access routes for visitors and maintenance work vehicles.

· To remove alien vegetation.

The outcome of this application is awaited.
New Committee to ensure safe Relations between Humans and Baboons

In September, Councillor Elizabeth Brunette called for a meeting between representatives from the Baboon Conservation Authorities (BCA), the Constantia Property Owners Association, and the surrounding wine farms to discuss the issues that have arisen as a result of the baboon troops living in the area. 

All attendees agreed upon a shared vision: to ensure a sustainable baboon population living on the outside of the urban edge on natural land. A smaller committee has been formed to handle ongoing issues and ensure action is being taken where necessary. This committee will have regular contact with all of the relevant role-players.

Individual residents and property owners have a personal responsibility to safe-guard their properties and ensure that they are baboon-unfriendly by:

· Practising proper waste management.
· Using the specific baboon-proof bins supplied by the City in the correct manner.
· Fencing fruit/vegetable gardens and compost heaps off so that baboons cannot gain access.
· Not feeding other wildlife such as birds and not feeding pets outside – as this can be a source of easily accessible food for baboons.
· Not having food on display, where it can be seen from the outside.
· Using burglar-proofing, with burglar bar gaps narrower than 8cm.
· Installing baboon-proof electrified fencing around the property, according to the specifications available from the Baboon Research Unit. 

It is important for members of the public to heed the following tips if they encounter a baboon in their garden or home:

· Stand still and remain calm. Sudden movements make baboons act defensively.

· Back away slowly and do not block their escape point.

· Keep pets out of the way.

· Be determined, decisive and confident when driving off a baboon. 
· Have a water pistol in the house and a hose pipe ready in the garden – baboons dislike being sprayed with a strong stream of water.

· Never try to snatch anything back from a baboon.

· Do not threaten infant or juvenile baboons because adults will protect them aggressively. 

Residents can report any baboon-related incidents to the hotline on 071 588 6540.

Constantia Property Owners’ Association
Alphen Centre, Main Road, Constantia
PO Box 68, Constantia 7848
tel/fax: 794-4388 e-mail: cpoa@yebo.co.za web: www.constantia.co.za
      RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION: 1 SEPTEMBER 2011 – 31 AUGUST 2012 

Household Subscription: R300 pa and Single member: R200 pa.
Dear member

The past financial year has been a difficult one characterized by unusually high demands on consultancy expenditure in regard planning development proposals, preparing comment on the Council’s Spatial Development Plans and continuing work on finalizing the Inventory of Heritage Resources in the Tokai – Constantia valley. We have been fortunate to be able to draw on our financial reserves and obtain assistance from the Constantia Valley Trust and other generous donors. Nevertheless we need to build up a more healthy reserve so as to always be in a position to call upon expert professionals to help our association in fighting worthy causes.  

Members are accordingly asked to pay their annual subscriptions promptly, and if you are able to donate any addition voluntary contributions to our reserves, this would be greatly appreciated.
Gary May: Chairman

MEMBER’S FULL NAME: ________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ERF No: __________

TELEPHONE Nos:____________________(h)____________________(w)

Facsimile: ________________________Mobile:_____________________ 


E-mail: PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN SPACES BELOW:

  /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    /    

AMOUNT ATTACHED: 
Annual Subscription (R300 or R200)                  _________________

Additional Voluntary Contribution                      _________________

                                                      TOTAL      _________________

SIGNATURE: _______________________

If you wish to bank direct:  Standard Bank Constantia Branch: Code 025309

                                        Account No: 071696881

NB: After which please fax proof of payment & this form to our office to ensure entry on the membership database.

Banking details:


Account holder: ELENI RATHEB (project leader)


Account number: 272205842


Bank: Standard Bank, Constantia 025309


Beneficiary reference: YOUR CONTACT NUMBER, followed by YOUR NAME 
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